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1 . Sponges
Sponges belong to what biological kingdom?

animal (Animalia) 
2 . Squaring Numbers
The square of 11 is 121.  What other number can be 
squared to get 121?

-11 
3 . Silly Lyrics
According to the song, we should be kind to our 
web-footed friends because what may be somebody's 
mother?

a duck 
4 . Industrial Substances
Common uses for what category of industrial 
materials include grinding, polishing, buffing, honing, 
cutting, drilling, sharpening, lapping, and sanding?

abrasives 
5 . Inventions
What invention patented in 1874 ended the era of the 
open range in the West?

barbed wire 

6 . Theaters
What is the term for the heavy drapery that hangs 
across the proscenium opening and separates the stage 
from the auditorium?

curtain 
7 . Factoring
Factor 210.

2x3x5x7 
8 . Fuels
Gasohol is usually a blend of gasoline and what other 
compound?

alcohol (ethanol) 
9 . Depressions
What two natural geological phenomena form craters?

volcanoes, meteorite impacts 
1 0 . Converses
If a polygon is a triangle, then it has exactly three 
vertices.  If a polygon has exactly three vertices, then 
it is what?

a triangle 
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1 1 . True Fiction
"The Boy Who Dared" is a fictionalized account of 
Helmuth Hubener, a young man sentenced to death 
for opposing the government run by what political 
party?

Nazi 
1 2 . Antiseptics
The modern mouthwash, Listerine, was named for 
what surgeon who earned the title of "the father of 
antiseptics"?

Joseph Lister 
1 3 . Song Synonyms
What word in the chorus of "Home on the Range" 
means disheartening, miserable, somber, grim, or 
depressing?

discouraging 
1 4 . Crime
What crime is committed when private citizens 
intentionally damage or deface private or public 
property?

vandalism 
1 5 . State Histories
Which U.S. state was originally settled by Polynesians?

Hawaii 

1 6 . Birds
What structure on the feet of geese and ducks is 
lacking on rails and coots?

webs 
1 7 . Disgraceful Incidents
Name the political scandal that led to the resignation 
of a U.S. president.

Watergate 
1 8 . Injuries
Name the injury resulting from the oozing of blood 
from broken blood vessels into the tissues under the 
skin.

bruise (contusion) 
1 9 . Lincoln's Words
According to Abraham Lincoln, who can be fooled 
some of the time?

all of the people 
2 0 . Pronouns
What is the object pronoun that corresponds with the 
subject pronoun "I"?

me 



Bluegrass Conference - 7th Grade  Round 1 First Half Page 3
2 1 . Wars
This is about what war?
  The United States did not enter the war until
  1917, almost three years after it had begun.
  She did so largely because German submarines
  were sinking American ships.

World War I 
2 2 . Mountain Ranges
The European Alps are found in Austria, France, 
Germany, Italy, Slovenia, and ...

Switzerland (and Liechtenstein) 
2 3 . The Judicial Branch
In the United States, what is the court of last resort?

Supreme Court (U.S. Supreme Court) 
2 4 . Sentence Parts
What is the subject of this line by Robert Heinlein?
  When in danger or in doubt, run in circles,
  scream and shout.

you 
2 5 . Historical Nonfiction
These works are all about what railroad?
  Making Tracks
  A Great and Shining Road
  Iron Horses to Promontory
  Nothing Like It in the World
  Last Spike is Driven
  Rails East to Promontory
  The Iron Trail to the Golden Spike

transcontinental railroad 

2 6 . Revolutions
During what century did the American Revolution 
take place?

18th 
2 7 . Shipwrecks
In what year were the sunken remains of the U.S.S. 
Arizona first located?

1941 
2 8 . Natural Phenomena
This is about what?
  Water fills a deep crack in the ground near
  some very hot rock.  The heat from the rock
  raises the temperature of the water until it
  turns to steam.  This forces the water above
  upward, emptying the crack.

geysers 
2 9 . Probability
From a purely statistical standpoint, what is the 
probability that Arnold Schwarzenegger and Sylvester 
Stalone share the same birthday?

1 in 365 
3 0 . A Bad Recommendation
Part of the Declaration of Independence is an 
unprecedented indictment of what king?

George (George III) 
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3 1 . Wonders of the World
The area it covers could accommodate St. Peter's in 
Rome, the cathedrals of Florence and Milan, and 
Westminster and St Paul's in London combined.  From 
when it was built in about 2560 B.C., it ranked as the 
world's tallest structure for more than 43 centuries.  
Name this Egyptian structure.

Great Pyramid (of Khufu or Cheops) 
3 2 . Algebraic Substitution
Given that x = 5 and y = 7, what is 3x + 2y?

29 
3 3 . Bad Ads
What modifier is misplaced in this ad?
  Buy one dozen free and get another half dozen.

free 
3 4 . Antecedents
What is the antecedent in this sentence?
  The woman who promised to announce her
  candidacy finally joined the opposition party.

woman 
3 5 . Dystopias
What are illegal to possess in the Ray Bradbury novel, 
"Fahrenheit 451"?

books 

3 6 . Primes
What is the largest prime number less than 127?

113 
3 7 . Foot Problem Prevention
Eliminating sources of friction or pressure should 
help you prevent calluses and what other small but 
often painful thickened layers of skin on the toes 
from developing?

corns 
3 8 . Rhythm Disruption
Jet lag results from crossing what kind of zones?

time zones 
3 9 . Chemical Compounds
What highly reactive elemental metal combines with 
the poisonous gas, chlorine, to make the salt you put 
on your eggs in the morning?

sodium 
4 0 . Legendary Locales
These former realms were all on what continent?
  Songhai Empire
  Nubia Kingdom
  Mali Empire
  Ashanti Kingdom
  Ghana Empire
  Dahomey Kingdom

Africa 
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Alt. 1. Electricity
Electricity is the movement of what subatomic 
particles from one place to another?

electrons 
Alt. 2. Antecedents
What is the antecedent of "that" in this line?
  There is the uranium tailings pile that is
  causing so much alarm in the city.

pile 
Alt. 3. Igneous Rock
Name the shiny, glassy rock created when molten lava 
containing a high percentage of silica cools very 
quickly.

obsidian 
Alt. 4. Electricity
What is the abbreviation for an electric current that 
regularly reverses direction in a circuit?

ac 
Alt. 5. Cartography
The distance between lines of what is greatest at the 
equator and progressively smaller as you approach the 
poles?

longitude 
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1 . Island Chains
Name the island chain extending southwest from the 
Alaskan peninsula.

Aleutians 
2 . Sentence Parts
What is the subject in this sentence?
  Before assembling this homework-helper
  robot, read the instructions carefully.

you (understood) 
3 . Colonial Towns
What European country established Mobile, the first 
settlement in Alabama?

France 
4 . Plurals
For nouns that end in y preceded by a vowel, what 
suffix should be added to form the plural?

s .
5 . Earth Science
What is comprised of these components?
  stratosphere
  mesosphere
  thermosphere
  troposphere
  exosphere

the atmosphere 

6 . Body Coverings
The skin of what group of vertebrates lacks scales or 
hair?

amphibians 
7 . Disobedience
In 1920, Mahatma Gandhi promoted a campaign of 
peaceful civil disobedience to end the occupation of 
his country by what foreign nation?

Great Britain 
8 . Word Substitutions
This is a euphemism for what common expression?
  I am so infuriated that I could expectorate.

I'm so mad I could spit. 
9 . Math
What is the term for any quantity with a fixed value in 
mathematics?

constant 
1 0 . The Earth's Surface
What word is missing in this passage?
  Science is focusing more and more on the Earth
  as a planet, one where a thin blanket of air, a
  thinner film of water, and the thinnest veneer
  of ---- combine to support a web of life of
  wondrous diversity in continuous change.

soil (dirt) 
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1 1 . Forgers
Name the one-eyed Titans who forged thunderbolts 
for Zeus.

Cyclopes 
1 2 . Unusual Animals
An officer who crossed the Isthmus of Panama with 
Balboa in 1513 told Panama's governor about a land 
to the south where people drink from golden vessels 
and have animals that are half sheep and half camel.  
What kind of animals was he talking about?

llamas 
1 3 . Technology
What is produced by a dynamo?

electricity (electrical energy) 
1 4 . Atmospheric Elements
What is the most common element in the Earth's 
atmosphere?

nitrogen 
1 5 . Words of Wisdom
What word completes this bit of wisdom?
  Let a fool hold his tongue and he will pass
  for a sage, but let a sage speak his mind
  and he will pass for a ...

fool 

1 6 . Computers
In computing, what are the possible numeric values 
for a bit?

0, 1 
1 7 . Verbs
What auxiliary verb rhymes with "light"?

might 
1 8 . Space Exploration
Named for the Greek god of music, prophesy, 
medicine, and poetry, what U.S. space program had 
the goal of placing astronauts on the surface of the 
Moon?

Apollo 
1 9 . Oral Prophylaxis
What chemical compound is added to municipal water 
to help prevent tooth decay?

fluoride 
2 0 . Bandages
Bandages that are clean and free of anything capable 
of reproduction are described as being ...

sterile 
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2 1 . Presidents
Because he was deeply suspicious of the entrenched 
bureaucracies and officials who had dominated 
Washington for decades, what president initially 
surrounded himself in the White House with close 
associates from Georgia?

Jimmy Carter 
2 2 . Visual Defects
If someone can see objects in the distance but has 
difficulty seeing things up close, that person is said to 
be ...

farsighted (hyperopic) 
2 3 . Echo Echo Echo Echo
If an echo reflected from a cliff 170 meters away is 
heard one second after you yell, the speed of the wave 
is how many meters per second?

340 
2 4 . Harry Potter
What character in the Harry Potter books says things 
like these?
  -To the well-organized mind, death is but
    the next great adventure.
  -It does not do to dwell on dreams and forget
    to live.
  -It is our choices that show what we truly are,
    far more than our abilities.

Albus Dumbledore 
2 5 . Reciprocals
What is the reciprocal of 23/97?

97/23 

2 6 . Participles
What are the present and past participles of the verb 
"shine"?

shining, shone (or shined) 
2 7 . Watersheds
What mountain range separates the Columbia and 
Mississippi watersheds?

Rocky Mountains (Rockies) 
2 8 . Tee th
Name the part of a tooth that is not covered in enamel 
and is embedded in the jaw.

root 
2 9 . Medical Tests
Arteriography is a method of examining the interior 
of what?

arteries 
3 0 . Veto Ratios
If a president could veto six proposed budget bills in 
twelve days, how many bills could he veto in thirty 
days?

15 
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3 1 . Tropes
Transform the simile "She's as light as a feather" into a 
metaphor.

She's a feather. 
3 2 . Solids
What solid has one circular face and one vertex?

cone 
3 3 . Air Masses
Unlike maritime air masses, continental air masses 
form over what?

land (continents) 
3 4 . Superiority
In 1945, what country had the world's greatest military 
forces and the greatest industrial capacity?

United States 
3 5 . Chemical Compounds
What two elements are in a molecule of CuCl?

copper, chlorine 

3 6 . History of Electricity
Sometime around 600 B.C., the Greek philosopher 
Thales discovered he could produce what is now 
known as static electricity by rubbing silk with what 
hard, translucent, yellowish fossil resin?

amber 
3 7 . Moby Marathons
Every year, a marathon reading of "Moby Dick" takes 
place at the New Bedford Whaling Museum in which 
each reader gets 10 minutes and the entire reading 
takes 25 hours.  How many readers are there?

150 
3 8 . Ostrich Cooking
Ostrich roasting takes 20 minutes per pound at 350 
degrees.  If it is to be served at 8 PM Friday, when 
should you start cooking a 120-pound bird?

4 AM Thursday 
3 9 . Biological Directions
What anatomical adjective is the antonym of 
"anterior"?

posterior 
4 0 . Factories
This is about an industrial plant set up by whom in 
1910?
  A huge conveyor moved thousands of parts.
  Axles were assembled along the lines that met
  the lines on which the car frames were
  assembled.  Assembled wheels joined the line
  to be fastened to the ends of axles.

Henry Ford 
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Alt. 1. Fictional Wounds
In "The Lord of the Rings," Frodo is wounded in the 
shoulder by what weapon?

knife (dagger) 
Alt. 2. Malapropisms
What word should have been used in this line?
  He's a wolf in cheap clothing.

sheep's 
Alt. 3. Discoveries
In the 16th century, Juan de Bermudez discovered an 
archipelago, later to be named after him, in what 
ocean?

Atlantic 
Alt. 4. Composers
"Diver" and "drive" are anagrams for the last name of 
what Italian composer of operas?

Verdi 
Alt. 5. Travel Algebra
How long does it take a vehicle to cross X miles of 
Indiana at Y miles per hour?

X/Y hours 
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1 . Fictional Heroes
Based on his homeland, Conan the Barbarian is also 
known as Conan the ...

Cimmerian 
2 . Sentence Transformation
Transform this interrogative statement into a 
declarative sentence.
  Will they can the must?

They will can the must. 
3 . Baking Analogies
What word is missing from this analogy?
  Blues is to jazz what ---- is to bread.  Without
  it, it's flat.

yeast 
4 . Awareness
Name the condition in which there is a complete lack 
of awareness of one's surroundings and an 
unresponsiveness to stimuli.

unconsciousness (coma) 
5 . Arachnid Stories
This is from what story by E.B. White?
  A young spider knows how to spin a web
  without any instructions from anyone.
  Don't you regard that as a miracle?

Charlotte's Web 

6 . Gulfs
The Persian Gulf is an arm of what ocean?

Indian Ocean 
7 . Prepositions
What are the objects of the preposition below?
  The new subdivision is located near hills and
  arroyos.

hills, arroyos 
8 . Weaponry
Natives of Africa and South America use what tall, 
woody, tropical grass to make blowguns?

bamboo 
9 . Fishy Problems
In a certain pond, 40% of all the fish are 8 inches or 
less.  The number of the remaining fish is 120.  How 
many fish are 8 inches or less?

80 
1 0 . Anatomy
What body system offers protection against 
dehydration, pathogens, ultraviolet light, mechanical 
injury, and blood loss?

integumentary system (skin) 
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1 1 . Polygon Perimeters
What is the length of each side of a pentagon whose 
perimeter is 41.5 centimeters?

8.3 centimeters 
1 2 . Historical Descriptions
What were the workers building who are described in 
this passage?
  By the sheer manpower of thousands of men,
  they hauled great blocks of stone up sloping
  ramps of mud-brick, wetting the surface to
  make it slippery.

pyramids 
1 3 . Factoring
What is the larger prime factor of 187?

17 
1 4 . Botanists
In the early 20th century, who published 44 practical 
bulletins for farmers, the most popular of which 
contained 105 recipes using peanuts?

George Washington Carver's 
1 5 . Equations
Any term on one side of an equation may be shifted 
to the other side by changing its what?

sign 

1 6 . Presidential Appointments
George Washington appointed Alexander Hamilton as 
the first secretary of the ...

treasury 
1 7 . The Declaration
What is the next word in this phrase from the 
Declaration of Independence?
  When in the course of human ...

events 
1 8 . Rebels
What kind of creatures are these in a book by George 
Orwell?
  Snowball, Napoleon, Old Major, Squealer

pigs 
1 9 . Exponents
Raise the number 3 to the fourth power.

81 
2 0 . Map Symbols
Maps often use standardized symbols such as a circle 
with a star for a capital city or a square with a cross for 
a church.  What is the usual meaning of a square with 
a flag?

school 
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2 1 . Mammalian Organs
It has walls of muscle and is part of the alimentary 
canal after the esophagus.  Name this bag-like organ 
in which food turns into a liquid mass.

stomach 
2 2 . Syllabication
How many syllables are in this line by Mark Twain?
  Faith is believing what you know ain't so.

10 
2 3 . Rationalizing
What term meaning "to put things off" completes this 
rhyming epigram?
  Good things come to those who wait.
  That's why I ...

procrastinate 
2 4 . Tropes
What figure of speech ends this quote by Thomas 
Jefferson?
  On matters of style, swim with the current
  but, on matters of principle, stand like a rock.

simile 
2 5 . U.S. Government History
While the founders were people instrumental in 
establishing the United States, what is the 
corresponding term for those who met in Philadelphia 
in 1787 to write the Constitution?

framers 

2 6 . Excitement
What word meaning "transmissible" completes this 
line?
  Enthusiasm, like measles, mumps, and the
  common cold, is highly ...

contagious 
2 7 . Adventure Novels
This is from what story?
  What was the sensible thing to do?  There was
  no Piggy to talk sense.  There was no solemn
  assembly for debate nor dignity of the conch.

The Lord of the Flies 
2 8 . Propulsion
What kind of propulsion exhausts the propellants 
rearwards at extremely high speeds?

rocket propulsion 
2 9 . Newspapers
Articles in a newspaper stating opinions and attitudes 
of the editor or publisher usually appear on what 
page?

editorial page 
3 0 . Factoring
What are the prime factors of 108?

3  3  3  2  2 
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3 1 . Slogans
In the 1890s, the slogan, "Remember the Maine," 
encouraged American entry into what war?

Spanish-American War 
3 2 . Snake Prey
How do animals caught by constrictors die?

suffocation 
3 3 . Court
What is the correct way to address a judge in court?

Your Honor 
3 4 . Pressure
A cube that weighs 32 pounds has 8-inch edges.  How 
many pounds per square inch does it exert on the 
surface below?

1/2 (or .5) 
3 5 . Gas Mileage
If Arnold's Humvee uses 6.5 gallons of fuel to go 70 
miles, how much is used on a 420-mile trip?

39 

3 6 . Crabs
Some varieties of crabs are omnivores, others are 
carnivores, and the rest are ...

herbivores 
3 7 . Sets
How many elements are in the set of integers between 
-5 and 2?

6 .
3 8 . Evolution
Late in the Carboniferous period, the first members of 
what new class of vertebrates had evolved from closely 
similar amphibian ancestors?

reptiles 
3 9 . Matter
The same quantity of matter in which phase will 
occupy the largest volume?

gas 
4 0 . Photographic Techniques
A photographer who wants to show the entire process 
of a caterpillar building its cocoon and then emerging 
as a butterfly in only thirty seconds must use what 
kind of photography?

t ime-lapse photography 
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Alt. 1. Force
If there is a 7-newton force pulling an object west and 
another 7-newton force pushing that object west, then 
there is an unbalanced force of how many newtons 
causing the object to go west?

14 
Alt. 2. Rivers
Although not quite as long as the Nile, what river 
carries more water?

Amazon 
Alt. 3. Criminal Punishment
Dan Dillinger has only served 7 years of his 14-year 
sentence.  Because he has been a model prisoner and 
is deemed unlikely to return to crime, he is being 
released, providing he continues his good behavior.  
He is being freed on ...

parole 
Alt. 4. Consecutive Numbers
The sum of what three consecutive odd integers is 81?

25, 27, 29 
Alt. 5. Arthropods
What multi-legged arthropods can be easily 
distinguished from centipedes which move more 
rapidly and have a single pair of legs for each body 
segment?

millipedes 
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1 . Plant Reproduction
What is the term for the initial stage in the growth of a 
seed to form a seedling?

germination 
2 . Speaking
What word that rhymes with "fiction" indicates the 
degree of clarity and distinctness of pronunciation?

diction 
3 . Hawaiian Weather
Generally, rainfall in Hawaii is heavier on the 
windward side of the mountains and lighter on the --- 
side.

lee (leeward, sheltered) 
4 . Proportion
Phil's jalopy averages 15 miles per gallon.  Given a 
cost of $1.20 per gallon, what will be the fuel cost for 
a 750 mile trip?

$60 
5 . Elections
What is the term for an organized effort to elect a 
candidate that includes fundraising, public meetings, 
and lots of advertising?

campaign 

6 . Primes
What is the next prime number less than 37?

31 
7 . Geometric Formulas
This is a formula for the perimeter of what geometric 
figure?
  P = a + b + c

triangle 
8 . Cartography
What kind of map shows points of equal elevation as a 
line?

contour (topographical) map 
9 . Drainage
What drainage basin is the largest watershed in the 
United States?

Mississippi River basin (watershed) 
1 0 . Reciprocals
What is the reciprocal of the square root of 81?

1/9 
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1 1 . Fantasies
What large and mysterious book is central to a story 
by Lloyd Alexander about a boy named Taran, a 
scholar named Dallben, and the evil Arawn 
Death-Lord?

The Book of Three 
1 2 . People of the Middle Ages
Roland, Rodrigo Diaz de Vivar, Sir Gawain, and Sir 
Lancelot are examples of what kind of medieval 
soldiers?

knights 
1 3 . Matter
Substances full of minute orifices or tiny surface 
openings are described by what term that rhymes with 
"chorus"?

porous 
1 4 . Algebraic Reasoning
If A = B and C = D, then A/C equals what?

B/D 
1 5 . Novels
"Caddie Woodlawn" is a novel about pioneer life in the 
1860s in what north-central U.S. state?

Wisconsin 

1 6 . Nations
Name the geographically largest country in the 
Southern Hemisphere.

Brazil 
1 7 . Political Groups
What term that rhymes with "fraction" indicates a 
group of people who share similar political views?

faction 
1 8 . Psychology
When the Dayak people of Borneo go out to hunt wild 
pigs, those who stay home must not touch or drink 
water or else the hunters will be all butter fingers and 
unable to hang onto their prey.  This is an example of 
what kind of belief?

superstit ion 
1 9 . Novels
In what story does a teenage girl win a piebald horse 
in a raffle and, despite her young age and gender, go 
on to win the Grand National steeplechase?

National Velvet 
2 0 . Sociological Slang
Someone who is zealously patriotic is said to be what 
kind of a waver?

flag waver 
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2 1 . Widespread Destruction
When regions are heavily damaged by hurricanes, 
tsunamis, floods, earthquakes, or nuclear accidents, the 
government may declare them what kind of areas?

disaster areas 
2 2 . Agriculture
Terraces, contour plowing, and strip cropping are 
methods of controlling and reducing what?

erosion 
2 3 . Directions
Cordell Walker walks 10 yards west, turns left and 
walks another 10 yards.  He again turns left and walks 
10 yards.  He then makes a 45-degree turn to the right 
and walks straight.  In which direction is Walker 
walking now?

southeast 
2 4 . Arabian Nights
Cassim, Ali Baba's greedy brother, went to the cave of 
the robbers but was so excited by all the gold there 
that he forgot the password and the robbers murdered 
him.  What words did he forget?

Open, Sesame. 
2 5 . Weaponry
What kind of weapons were made by bowyers and 
fletchers?

bows and arrows 

2 6 . Artificial Enumeration
The U.S. Constitution once stipulated that, for 
purposes of levying taxes and apportioning 
representation in Congress, slaves counted for what 
fraction of a person?

three-fifths 
2 7 . German Tempos
What is indicated by the German tempo marking, 
"schnell"?

fast 
2 8 . Photography
What kind of camera lens magnifies a distant object 
and makes it appear closer?

te lephoto 
2 9 . Plurals
Wives are to wife as data are to what?

datum 
3 0 . Massive Structures
What human construction that is generally about eight 
meters high and four meters wide stretches for 3460 
kilometers?

Great Wall (of China) 
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3 1 . Drama
Melodramas generally include four stock characters 
including the hero, the heroine, a comic ally who 
assists them, and what other kind of character?

villain 
3 2 . Numbers
What is the product of the composite numbers 
between 3 and 3 squared?

192 
3 3 . Novels
This passage from "Johnny Tremain" alludes to a 
harbor in what city?
  Friends! Brethren! Countrymen!  That worst of
  Plagues, the detested tea shipped for this Port
  by the East India Company, is now arrived in
  the Harbor: the hour of destruction, of manly
  opposition to the machinations of Tyranny,
  stares you in the face.

Boston 
3 4 . References
In what type of reference is this entry found?
  ard - bard, shard, retard, placard,
          pard, guard, barred, bombard

poet's (or rhyming) dictionary 
3 5 . Government
Which branch of government generally has the formal 
power to interpret statutes?

judicial branch 

3 6 . Jefferson
What word is missing in this quote by Thomas 
Jefferson?
  Nothing can stop the man with the right mental
  attitude from achieving his goal; nothing on
  earth can help the man with the ---- mental
  attitude.

wrong 
3 7 . Songs of the South
This line is from what song?
  Up jumped the swagman and
   plunged into the billabong

Waltzing Matilda 
3 8 . Inventions
What single invention vastly expanded the need for 
slave labor in the American South?

cotton gin 
3 9 . Forces
Whenever one object is pushed across another, their 
irregular surfaces interact, sliding and scraping against 
each other.  Name this force opposing motion.

friction 
4 0 . Roosevelt's Revolution
Theodore Roosevelt supported a revolution that 
resulted in what country being formed from a region 
formerly belonging to Colombia?

Panama 
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Alt. 1. Sight
Actually, we never see objects themselves but only 
what?

light (visible light, reflections) 
Alt. 2. South Africa
What country took over the Cape Colony from the 
Dutch?

Britain 
Alt. 3. Correspondence
These phrases are examples of what part of a letter?
  To Whom It May Concern:
  Dear Great Auk Industries:
  Gentlewomen:

salutations 
Alt. 4. Sentence Types
Which of the three sentence types is illustrated below?
  She asked which trail leads to the hot spring.

declarative 
Alt. 5. Federal Agencies
What cabinet department of the federal government 
was established in the wake of the terrorist attacks in 
September of 2001?

Department of Homeland Security 
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1 . Impacts
The impact of a very fast, relatively small mass into a 
larger body such as a planet or moon produces a 
depression called a ...

crater 
2 . Poetry
According to Edward Lear, what creature went to sea 
in a pea-green boat with an owl?

pussycat 
3 . Moving Fluids
What device uses atmospheric pressure to temporarily 
move liquid uphill from one reservoir before moving 
it to a lower one?

siphon 
4 . Decimal Equations
Find x if x/4 = .28.

1.12 
5 . Railroad Spikes
Why was the golden spike, the last spike driven to 
complete the transcontinental railroad, actually an 
alloy and not pure gold?

Pure gold is too soft. 

6 . Homonyms
What word that as a verb means to make a deep 
resonant sound is used as an adjective to indicate a 
town undergoing rapid economic and population 
growth?

boom 
7 . Constitutional Clauses
What words from the preamble to the U.S. 
Constitution mean to maintain internal peacefulness 
within a country?

insure domestic tranquillity 
8 . Astronomical Distances
The Sun is 0.000016 light years from Earth.  Altair, 
which is 16 light years from Earth, is how many times 
farther away?

one million 
9 . Prime Numbers
What prime numbers greater than 20 and less than 60 
have the number 7 in the ones place?

37, 47 
1 0 . National Nicknames
What country is also known as Aussieland?

Australia 
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1 1 . Bones
Name the largest bone in the human arm.

humerus 
1 2 . North Africa
What nation lies between Libya and the Red Sea?

Egypt 
1 3 . Antagonists
What is the antagonist in the biblical tale of Adam and 
Eve?

serpent (snake) 
1 4 . Palindromes
What is the last word in the palindrome that begins 
with this?
  Stack ...

cats 
1 5 . Ratios
Express this ratio in lowest terms.
  1 3/4 to 7

1 to 4 

1 6 . Victories
The imperial competition for eastern North America, 
begun in the 16th century, ended in 1763 with a total 
victory for what European country?

England (Great Britain) 
1 7 . Energy
What kind of energy drives the hydrologic cycle?

solar (radiation, radiant) 
1 8 . Seashore Sites
In what state is the Canaveral National Seashore?

Florida 
1 9 . Murky Malapropisms
What word should the speaker have used when he said 
this?
  That pond water looks hazy because you
  stirred up a lot of old sentiments.

sediments 
2 0 . Square Root
The square root of 50 lies between what two integers?

7, 8 
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2 1 . Wordplay
What word completes this palindrome?
  Oozy rat in a sanitary ...

zoo 
2 2 . Writing
Like machines without excess parts, writing with 
sentences that contain no unnecessary words and 
paragraphs that contain no unnecessary sentences is 
described as being ...

concise (succinct) 
2 3 . Asian Agriculture
Peoples in various parts of southeast Asia have carved 
series of steplike fields into the sides of mountains.  
Name them.

terraces 
2 4 . Solution Sets
What is the solution set for this sentence?
  -x = 4

-4 
2 5 . Materials Science
What physical property of some materials enables 
them to bend repeatedly without being damaged?

flexibility 

2 6 . Legendary Creatures
In the Harry Potter stories, what kind of creature is 
called Buckbeak or Witherwings?

hippogriff 
2 7 . Caught
To give oneself up to law enforcement officials is to 
do what?

surrender (turn oneself in) 
2 8 . Capitalization
What words should be capitalized in this title?
  the man without a country

The Man Without Country 
2 9 . Clock Arithmetic
In clock arithmetic, what is the sum when you add 8 
hours to 7 o'clock?

3 (or 3 o'clock) 
3 0 . Valued Furniture
What term indicates old furniture esteemed for its 
artistry, beauty, or origin?

antique 
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3 1 . Medical Procedures
Name the procedure by which blood or blood 
components are introduced into a patient's circulatory 
system intravenously.

transfusion 
3 2 . Doubling Time
The time it takes for the human population to double 
can be computed by taking the annual growth rate 
and dividing it into 70.  So, at 2% annual growth, the 
world's population of 6 billion in 2000 will be 12 
billion in what year?

2035 
3 3 . Transportation
Name the earliest type of horse carriage that consisted 
of a two-wheeled cart with a waist-high semicircular 
guard in the front.

chariot 
3 4 . Coordinates
What is the distance between these pairs of points?
  (1,7) and (10,7)

9 .
3 5 . Winds
In terms of a cardinal direction, which is the windward 
side of the Sierras?

west 

3 6 . Page Layout
Lines of text that appear under photographs or 
illustrations are called what?

captions 
3 7 . Migrations
What bird makes the longest annual migration of any 
animal?

Arctic tern 
3 8 . Linear Equations
What is x if the product of 3 and x+6 equals 20?

2/3 
3 9 . Mathematical Properties
AB = BA is the commutative property for 
multiplication.  What is the commutative property for 
addition?

A+B = B+A 
4 0 . Sayings
What word completes this quip related to a saying 
popular with Theodore Roosevelt?
  If you can't speak softly, just use the ...

(big) stick 
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Alt. 1. Rhythmic Stress
How many accents are in this excerpt?
  From dusk till dawn the livelong night
  She kept the tallow dips alight

8 .
Alt. 2. Plants
What is the name for an undeveloped shoot of a plant?

bud 
Alt. 3. Sentence Subjects
What is the simple subject in this sentence?
  So how much will this bailout end up costing
  our grandchildren?

bailout 
Alt. 4. Science
What term rhyming with "fog" refers to a wet, low area 
with considerable peat?

bog 
Alt. 5. Dragons
In "The Hobbit," what dragon is the major antagonist?

Smaug 
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1 . Hazardous Substances
Dermal absorption of a hazardous substance indicates 
absorption through what?

the skin 
2 . Historical Poetry
This verse is about what northern European people of 
the 10th century?
  Spear and arrowhead tattered flesh in the rush
  Odin! The cry filled lungs and we fought to fill
    Valhalla.
  Chosen to be with Odin, fighting with him
   at Ragnarok,
  Heroes to the end of time.

Norsemen (Vikings) 
3 . The Committee of Five
Among the five men appointed to draft the 
Declaration of Independence, which two would 
become U.S. presidents?

John Adams, Thomas Jefferson 
4 . Inventors
Name the inventor described below.
  From a sieve, a rotating drum, a comb of
  hook-shaped wires, and a rotating brush he
  contrived in a fortnight the cotton gin, with
  which in an hour he did the day's work of
  ten men.

Eli Whitney 
5 . European Settlement
By the end of the ninth century, settlers on what island 
had founded towns including Cork, Limerick, 
Waterford, and Dublin?

Ireland 

6 . Automotive Chemistry
What is the most common substance used in engines 
that is measured by its viscosity?

oil 
7 . Polygons
What is the total number of sides on these figures?
  3 hexagons
  5 triangles
  2 quadrilaterals

41 
8 . Habitats
In what environment do these creatures live?
  cephalopods, gastropods, pelecypods

marine (ocean, salt water) 
9 . Familiar Forms
When you go into a clothing store, you will probably 
see life-sized partial or complete representations of the 
human body used for displaying products.  Name 
these figures.

mannequins  
1 0 . Legal Protections
In the U.S., you cannot be tried again for a crime for 
which you have already been found not guilty in an 
earlier trial.  What phrase does the Constitution use for 
a situation in which a person previously judged 
innocent is tried a second time for the same offense?

double jeopardy 
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1 1 . Storms
A strong wind storm that fills the air with fine, dry 
particles that greatly reduce visibility is called what 
kind of storm?

dust storm (sand storm) 
1 2 . Homophones
Spell a homophone for a word indicating an aircraft 
that means "simple and unadorned."

plain 
1 3 . Siberian Geology
Beneath the upper few feet of soil in Siberia that 
support tundra vegetation may be up to 2000 feet of 
perpetually frozen ground called ...

permafrost 
1 4 . Theater
In a melodrama, what does the audience traditionally 
do when the villain appears on stage?

It boos (hisses). 
1 5 . Ancient Athletes
The Spartans were the first Greeks to anoint 
themselves with what kind of oil before exercising in 
their gymnasia?

olive oil 

1 6 . Hinky Pinkies
What is a hink pink for a slightly wet hobo?

damp tramp 
1 7 . Tropics
Which two U.S. states are closest to the tropic of 
Cancer?

Hawaii, Florida 
1 8 . Optical Filters
How many colors can pass through a monochromatic 
filter?

one 
1 9 . Officials
The duties of coroners always include determining the 
cause, time, and manner of what?

death 
2 0 . Archaeology
Cuneiform and hieroglyphics are ancient forms of 
what?

writing (communication) 
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2 1 . Furniture Legends
What piece of furniture is associated with Mordred, 
Percival, Gawain, Arthur, and Lancelot?

Round Table (or Siege Perilous) 
2 2 . Invasions
The Normans, a people who invaded England in 1066, 
were from what region in France on the English 
Channel?

Normandy 
2 3 . Tense
What tense is illustrated in this sentence?
  When the spirit moves me, I will once again
  vociferate.

future tense 
2 4 . Historic Debates
What was the central topic debated by Stephen 
Douglas and Abraham Lincoln?

slavery 
2 5 . Anatomical Anagrams
What anagram for "detail" means "to expand" or 
"make wider"?

dilate 

2 6 . Memorials
In what state could you visit the Roger Williams 
National Memorial?

Rhode Island 
2 7 . Novels
In a story by Patricia MacLachlan, when the widowed 
farmer, Jacob Witting, places a newspaper ad for a 
mail-order bride to help him with his children, what is 
the first name of the woman from Maine who travels 
to Kansas to join them?

Sarah 
2 8 . Triangles
A scalene triangle has how many congruent parts?

none 
2 9 . Waste
What category of waste may be corrosive, flammable, 
and/or toxic?

hazardous waste 
3 0 . Silly
What imaginative "guidebook" was created by Douglas 
Adams?

The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy 
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3 1 . Assassinations
In 1948, Mahatma Gandhi was assassinated in what 
country?

India 
3 2 . Story Characters
What is the last name of the character in this passage?
  Tom appeared on the sidewalk with a bucket of
  whitewash and a long-handled brush.

Sawyer 
3 3 . Lakeside Cities
Buffalo, New York, Erie, Pennsylvania, Toledo, Ohio, 
Monroe, Michigan, and Cleveland, Ohio are on the on 
the shores of which Great Lake?

Lake Erie 
3 4 . Ice
The obstruction of stream flow caused by the 
accumulation of ice in a channel is called an ice what?

jam (or dam) 
3 5 . Physiological Responses
What is the common reaction described as an 
explosive charge of air at up to 60 mph triggered by a 
foreign object or accumulated mucus in the main 
airways to the lungs?

coughing 

3 6 . Spanish Inquisition Statistics
If 2000 heretics were burned at the stake in Spain 
between 1480 and 1530, that amounted to an average 
of how many heretics per year?

40 
3 7 . Separation of Powers
What branch of government should have been used in 
this gaffe?
  The legislature's job is to write law.  It's the
  executive branch's job to interpret the law.

judicial 
3 8 . Magnets
What happens to the strength of a magnetic field as 
the distance from the magnet increases?

It decreases. 
3 9 . Minerals
What metallic element is abundant in magnetite?

iron 
4 0 . Congressmen
Although "congressman" may refer to members of 
either legislative body, it usually indicates members of 
which body?

House of Representatives 
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Alt. 1. Purification
These are all methods for purifying what?
  solar disinfection, UV radiation, flocculation,
  boiling, filtration, chlorination

water 
Alt. 2. Value
What is the absolute value of -27?

27 
Alt. 3. Asian Agriculture
Rice-growing fields that are typical in countries such 
as China, Cambodia, India, Japan, and the Philippines 
are called ...

paddies 
Alt. 4. Sculpture
What art form, often involving objects suspended from 
rods, is a type of kinetic sculpture using the principle 
of equilibrium?

mobiles 
Alt. 5. Folklore
Name the character from folklore who murdered six 
of his wives for disobeying his command not to enter 
a locked room.

Bluebeard 
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1 . Criminal Intent
Some instances result from malicious mischief, some 
involve attempts to claim insurance monies, and some 
are committed in an effort to disguise other crimes.  
In any case, the setting fire to property for an illegal 
purpose is what crime?

arson 
2 . Birds
In what part of a bird are the radius, ulna, and 
humerus located?

wing 
3 . Prefixes
What is the meaning of the prefix in words such as 
counteract and counterrevolutionary?

against 
4 . Exponents
What is the cube of the number of years in one term 
for a U.S. senator?

216 
5 . Art Forms
What is the term for a sculptured head?

bust 

6 . Vocabulary
What verb used in government that rhymes with 
"unbend" means "to change in a formal way"?

amend 
7 . Versatile Materials
What basic material which can be shaped and fired to 
make bricks, pipes, kiln linings, tiles on space shuttles, 
porcelain, and china?

clay 
8 . Mammals in the Movies
What Walt Disney animated musical released in 1941 
concerned a large herbivorous mammal with almost 
hairless skin and overgrown upper incisors?

Dumbo 
9 . Inventions
The invention of what engine, originally developed 
for draining mines but rapidly put to use in factories, 
occurred during the Industrial Revolution?

steam engine 
1 0 . Poisons
What substance found in some paints and batteries 
bioaccumulates to cause long-term chronic 
poisoning?

lead 
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1 1 . Palindromes
What is the greatest numeric 5-digit palindrome?

99999 
1 2 . Fields of Art
Name the art of improving the grounds of a home or 
estate by artistically arranging flowers, shrubs, and 
trees.

landscaping 
1 3 . Binary Math
Express the number of states in the United States in 
binary form.

110010  
1 4 . Electricity
What kind of charge builds up when there is an excess 
of electrons?

negative charge 
1 5 . Behavior
What is the name for unlearned behaviors such as nest 
building by birds or swimming by newborn whales?

instincts 

1 6 . Force
Compression is a pushing force, but what kind of 
force is tension?

pulling (stretching) 
1 7 . Vegetable History
In 1539, conquistadors returning from Quito brought 
what tubers to Spain which they described as 
something similar in flavor to chestnuts?

potatoes 
1 8 . Death
What is the term for disposing of the dead by 
burning?

cremation 
1 9 . Death Rates
In a country, the annual death rate is 22 per thousand. 
How many people are expected to die in a population 
of 1 million during the course of one year?

22,000 
2 0 . Insects
What is the term for butterfly larvae?

caterpillars 
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2 1 . Parks
A national park in what state was named after the 
settler, Ebenezer Bryce?

Utah 
2 2 . Energy
As a roller coaster gathers speed on its descent down a 
slope, its potential energy changes into what other 
form of energy?

kinetic energy 
2 3 . Famous Stowaways
What bankrupt stowaway on an expedition to Central 
America led a march across the Isthmus of Panama 
and discovered the Pacific?

Vasco Balboa 
2 4 . Energy
It would not be unusual to see workers cutting slabs of 
what material from Scottish bogs for use as fuel?

peat 
2 5 . Common Verbs
Among the ten most frequently-used verbs in English 
is what verb of two letters?

is 

2 6 . Machines
Crowbars, seesaws, and nutcrackers are examples of 
what simple machine?

lever 
2 7 . Emotion
What emotion is most obviously common among 
photophobics, hydrophobics, claustrophobics, 
demophobics, and Russophobics?

fear (anxiety, apprehension) 
2 8 . Wartime Monarchs
The English ruler against whom the American 
colonists fought the Revolution was ...

George III 
2 9 . Historical Fiction
Complete this title of a fictionalized biography of the 
daughter of Thutmose I, the only female pharaoh of 
Egypt.
  His Majesty, Queen ...

Hatshepsut  
3 0 . Young Adult Literature
In what story by Louis Sachar is Stanley unjustly sent 
to a correctional institution in Texas where the warden 
has inmates endlessly dig holes in a dry lake bed?

Holes 
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3 1 . Weather
For the Northern Hemisphere, name any month 
during which the dog days may occur.

July, August, September 
3 2 . U.S. Officials
To what position did President Obama name Hillary 
Clinton when he took office in 2009?

secretary of state 
3 3 . Grammatical Agreement
The first person singular verb "am" must agree with 
what first person singular subject?

I .
3 4 . Medications
Lisinopril is a drug used to reduce high blood 
pressure.  But some people taking it also report 
diarrhea, dizziness, hives, headache, nausea, fever, and 
chills.  What is the collective name for these 
undesirable consequences of taking this drug?

side effects 
3 5 . Bodily Processes
These substances function in what fundamental bodily 
process?
  pancreatic juice
  intestinal juice
  gastric juice
  saliva

digestion 

3 6 . Short Names
Identify any two of the world's countries with 
one-syllable names.

Chad, Spain, Greece, France 
3 7 . Waterways
What strait is the entry point into the Mediterranean 
from the Atlantic?

Strait of Gibraltar 
3 8 . Paint
Opacity is equivalent to what percent transparency?

0% 
3 9 . Box Problems
The area of the bottom of a topless cubical box is 81 
square centimeters.  You cut the box edges and flatten 
it out.  What is the perimeter of the resulting shape?

108 centimeters 
4 0 . Colonies
Name the first permanent British colony in New 
England.

Plymouth 
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Alt. 1. Map Proportions
On a map, a distance of 1/4 inch represents a distance 
of fifteen miles.  Three inches on this map represent 
how many miles?

180 
Alt. 2. Nonfiction
The most famous diary to emerge from the Second 
World War was one written in Amsterdam by whom?

Anne Frank 
Alt. 3. Name Changes
In 1997, the name of Zaire was changed to the 
Democratic Republic of the what?

Congo 
Alt. 4. Walls
There were medieval cities throughout Europe 
surrounded by walls to keep invaders from getting in.  
In what European city was there a wall built in the 
20th century to keep the residents from getting out?

Berlin 
Alt. 5. Word Combos
What compound word appears in the first line of 
Edgar Allan Poe's, "The Raven"?

midnight 



Bluegrass Conference - 7th Grade  Round 4 Second Half Page 1
1 . Mountain Melodies
With what mountain range is yodeling particularly 
associated?

Alps (Swiss Alps) 
2 . Elements
This is about what element?
  It is in many of the things we use every day,
  such as sugar and paper.  Forms of this
  element exist in coal, oil, and graphite.  And, it
  is found in every living thing.

carbon 
3 . Drama
The two major categories of drama include tragedy 
and what other?

comedy 
4 . Wordplay
This example of punning is about what animal?
  Valorous - a big animal vit tusks vot lives
  in vater.

walrus 
5 . Hardware
These are sizes of what storage devices?
  C, D, A, AA, AAA, AAAA, A23, CR2302

batteries 

6 . Latin
What is the meaning of the root word in the 
abbreviations "a.m." and "p.m"?

noon 
7 . Rock Formation
The formation of which of the three general 
categories of rock is always completely hidden from 
view?

metamorphic rock 
8 . Law
What is the term for any official filing of a complaint 
asking for redress by legal action?

suit (lawsuit) 
9 . Lord of the Rings
This is about what withering, unsleeping character of 
Middle Earth?
  The Eye was rimmed with fire, but was itself
  glazed, yellow as a cat's, watchful and intent,
  and the black slit of its pupil opened on a pit,
  a window into nothing.

Sauron 
1 0 . Space Exploration
What word completes this line received by Mission 
Control from Apollo 13 in 1970?
  Houston, we've got a ...

problem 
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1 1 . Dance
What name for an animated Spanish dance rhymes 
with "mango"?

fandango 
1 2 . Authors
What American author created Annabeth Chase, 
Grover Underwood, Luke Castellan, Tyson the 
Cyclops, Rachel Elizabeth Dare, and Clarisse La Rue?

Rick Riordan 
1 3 . Planets
Identify "the parent" in this statement.
  The four largest satellites, discovered
  by Galileo, travel in nearly circular orbits
  around the parent with periods from 2 to
  17 Earth days.

Jupiter 
1 4 . Second-Century Sightings
What is suggested by Lucian of Samosata of Syria in 
this excerpt from his writings?
  I saw the likeness of Derketo in Phoenicia, a
  strange marvel.  It is woman for half its length,
  but the other half, from thighs to feet,
  stretched out in a fish's tail.

mermaid 
1 5 . Blacksmithing
Blacksmiths always have handy what tool consisting of 
a heavy iron block with a smooth surface upon which 
metal is shaped by hammering?

anvil 

1 6 . Offenses
Name the offense of taking wild plants or animals in 
violation of wildlife management laws and regulations.

poaching 
1 7 . Levers
If a lever is perfectly balanced on its fulcrum, then the 
fulcrum is directly beneath the lever's center of what?

gravity (mass) 
1 8 . Mideast Travel
In which cardinal direction would you travel to get to 
Israel from Lebanon?

south 
1 9 . Cartoons
What constitutional amendment is suggested by a 
political cartoon showing two masked, would-be 
thieves diving out of a window with bullets flying 
behind them with this caption?
  See how dangerous it is to allow people
  to have easy access to guns?

2nd Amendment 
2 0 . Life
What structures are the building blocks from which 
living things are made?

cells 
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2 1 . Art History
Influenced by the abstract work of Mondrian, Miro, 
and Arp, Alexander Calder invented what art form in 
which objects are connected by wires?

mobile 
2 2 . Seeking Solutions
What method of problem solving is illustrated when 
you keep trying different potential solutions until you 
find one that works?

trial-and-error 
2 3 . Amphibia
Amphibians begin life breathing through what 
structures?

gills 
2 4 . Natural Selection
Based on Darwin's theory of natural selection, the idea 
that organisms tend to persist that are well-suited to 
their environment is known as survival of the ...

fittest 
2 5 . Gardening Statistics
Carol's cornstalks had heights of 81, 84, 85, 88, 90, 93, 
97, and 98 inches.  What is their mean height?

89.5 inches 

2 6 . The Earth
What part of the Earth has these features?
  Its average thickness is 32 km.
  It is thinner beneath the oceans.
  It makes up 1% of the Earth's volume but
    only .4% of its mass.

crust 
2 7 . Chemistry
What table used by chemists gives the symbols, atomic 
numbers, and atomic weights of iodine, sulfur, 
chlorine, barium, radon, xenon, uranium, and 
calcium?

periodic table 
2 8 . Paint Estimation
If six gallons of paint covers 1200 square feet, how 
many gallons are needed to cover a wall that is 20 by 
200 feet?

20 
2 9 . Radical Equations
The square of p equals 25.  Find either value of p.

5 or -5 
3 0 . Wetlands
Name the subtropical wetlands of southern Florida.

Everglades 
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3 1 . Power Line Physics
Overhead power cables droop more on hot days than 
cold ones because heat causes metals to do what?

expand 
3 2 . Light
What "light" occurs when the upper portions of the 
atmosphere are in full sunlight while, for a person on 
the ground, the Sun is below the horizon?

twilight (half-light) 
3 3 . Pirate Puns
What synonym for pirate completes this joke?
  In between voyages, a pirate sold corn.
  When asked how much it cost, he said a ...

buccaneer  
3 4 . Algebraic Expressions
What is the simplified expression for the value in cents 
of x nickels and (x+4) quarters?

30x + 100 
3 5 . Volume
What is the volume of a box with dimensions of 4, 6, 
and 10 centimeters?

240 cubic centimeters 

3 6 . Latin American Civilizations
The Aztecs created an empire second in size only to 
what civilization in Peru?

Inca 
3 7 . Exhortations
What command given by William Prescott at the Battle 
of Bunker Hill means to act only when you have some 
chance of success?

Don't fire until you see the whites of their eyes. 
3 8 . Matter Properties
Which of the three states of matter has dimensions?

solids 
3 9 . Legal Institutions
What government institutions are empowered to deal 
with legal disputes and make decisions relating to civil 
and criminal justice?

courts 
4 0 . Revolutions
In the same year that Russia launched the first 
artificial satellite, who began a revolution in Cuba?

Fidel Castro 
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Alt. 1. Illegal Practices
What illegal act is that of "obtaining, delivering, 
transmitting, communicating, or receiving information 
about the national defense with an intent that the 
information may be used to the injury of the United 
States or to the advantage of any foreign nation"?

espionage (spying) 
Alt. 2. Speeches
In a famous 1858 speech by Abraham Lincoln, he 
said that what "divided against itself cannot stand"?

a house 
Alt. 3. Breadmaking
What is the term for folding, pressing, and stretching 
dough?

kneading 
Alt. 4. Paintings
A painting by what Renaissance genius includes a 
famous, mysterious smile?

Leonardo da Vinci 
Alt. 5. Revolutions
An object spinning at three revolutions per minute is 
spinning through how many degrees per minute?

1080 
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1 . Tense
What tense is used in this sentence?
  As for its impact on the campaign, the first
  debate will probably reinforce rather than alter
  voters' impressions.

future 
2 . Deserts
What is the term for an isolated area of vegetation in a 
desert, often surrounding a natural spring or artesian 
well?

oasis 
3 . Revolutions
What country was the birthplace of the Industrial 
Revolution?

Great Britain (England) 
4 . Sentence Parts
What is the headword in this example?
  These large ocean-going, square-rigged merchant
  ships were slow-moving and could carry as much
  as a thousand tons of cargo.

ships 
5 . Elements
What element was named after the seventh planet from 
the Sun?

uranium 

6 . Deserts
What valley and national park in southern California 
includes these sites?
  Funeral Mountains
  Deadman Pass
  Desolation Canyon
  Poison Spring
  Rattlesnake Gulch

Death Valley 
7 . Legal Findings
The formal finding of fact on a matter submitted to a 
jury is called a what?

verdict 
8 . Sentence Fixing
Repair this sentence.
  Karen dresses neat for work.

Karen dresses neatly for work. 
9 . Rock Names
What suffix can be made with the first letters of the 
three major rock classes?

-ism 
1 0 . Fishing Hazards
What part of a fishhook caught in the skin makes its 
removal most difficult?

barb 
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1 1 . Disorders
What body system is directly affected by endocarditis, 
myocarditis, cardiomyopathy, aortic aneurysm, and 
coronary atherosclerosis?

circulatory system 
1 2 . Novels
This is from what Jack London story?
  Men, groping in the Arctic darkness, had found
  a yellow metal, and because steamship and
  transportation companies were booming the
  find, thousands of men were rushing into the
  Northland.  These men wanted dogs, and the
  dogs they wanted were heavy dogs, with strong
  muscles by which to toil, and furry coats to
  protect them from the frost.

The Call of the Wild 
1 3 . Cavalry Units
During the Spanish-American War, the unit that 
became known as the Rough Riders gained its 
reputation while fighting on what island?

Cuba 
1 4 . Statistics
What is the statistical range of the lengths of these 
rattlesnakes trapped in your garage?
  21 inches, 27 inches, 27 inches, 34 inches,
  35 inches, 44 inches, 46 inches, 56 inches

35 inches 
1 5 . Revolutions
On which continent did the Industrial Revolution 
begin?

Europe 

1 6 . Dance
In what form of dance are these directions heard?
  promenade
  make an arch
  circle right
  allemande left
  do-si-do

square dancing (or contra dancing) 
1 7 . Theater
This excerpt is from a review of "Along Came Jones," 
which is what kind of live dramatic presentation?
  Salty Sam was tryin' to stuff Sweet Sue in a
  burlap sack.  He said, "If you don't give me the
  deed to your ranch, I'm gonna tie you to the
  railroad tracks!"

melodrama 
1 8 . Insect Tunes
The title of what traditional Spanish folk song comes 
from the name of what mostly nocturnal insects with 
flat, oval bodies that are widely regarded as household 
pests?

La Cucaracha 
1 9 . Weight
Weight is not a fixed property of an object.  A person 
who weighs 159.2 pounds at the equator will weigh 
160 pounds at the North Pole, or, to the nearest 
pound, how much on the Moon?

27 (or 26) pounds 
2 0 . The Industrial Revolution
What adjective describes the components indicated in 
this passage?
  And what was more remarkable, the parts
  for one Whitney musket would fit any other
  Whitney musket.

in terchangeable  
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2 1 . Warning Signs
These words are from a trail sign that is warning of 
what danger?
  If a storm approaches, take shelter or crouch
  low with only your feet in contact with the
  ground.  One of the safest places is inside
  a vehicle.

l ightning 
2 2 . Reciprocals
What is the reciprocal of 7/15?

15/7 
2 3 . Skin Problems
A boil is an inflamed, painful skin sore filled with 
what substance?

pus 
2 4 . Legends
According to ancient Greek legend, what great 
civilization was lost under the sea?

Atlantis 
2 5 . Treaties
By the Treaty of Paris signed in 1763, the Seven 
Years' War ended and France ceded Canada and all its 
territory east of the Mississippi River to what country?

England 

2 6 . Chemical Elements
What element is nearly twice as heavy as iron and is a 
silver-white liquid metal?

mercury 
2 7 . Tools of the Trade
Mops, ovals, bamboo, flats, synthetic filament, and 
camel hair are types of what implements used by 
painters?

brushes 
2 8 . Where Are We
What place completes this line by Dorothy in "The 
Wizard of Oz"?
  This doesn't look like ...

Kansas 
2 9 . Human Proportions
About what percent of the length of the human leg is 
above the knee?

50% 
3 0 . Geographic Vocabulary
What adjective indicating high mountains or 
environments above timberline was derived from the 
name of a European mountain range?

alpine 
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3 1 . Lawmaking
What is missing in this quote from the Constitution?
  All legislative powers herein granted shall be
  vested in a ---- which shall consist of a
  Senate and House of Representatives.

Congress 
3 2 . Madeleine L'Engle
Following "A Wrinkle in Time" and "A Wind in the 
Door," the third book in Madeleine L'Engle's time 
travel series is entitled "A Swiftly Tilting ..."

Planet 
3 3 . Bones
Name any of the three main bones of the arm.

humerus, radius, ulna 
3 4 . Mathematical Sets
The set of elements that are members of both sets a 
and b is the ---- of the two sets.

intersection 
3 5 . Mathematical Roots
Seven is the cube root of what number?

343 

3 6 . Civil Unrest
Large scale violence and rioting in what Mideast 
country occurred in 2009 in the wake of a highly 
disputed presidential election?

Iran 
3 7 . Novels
In what story by Will Hobbs does the New Mexico 
boy who finds a flute during a lunar eclipse become 
transformed into a pack rat every night?

Kokopelli's Flute 
3 8 . Historic Speeches
In a famous speech given by Martin Luther King in 
1963, he repeatedly said that he had what?

a dream 
3 9 . Openings
What is the common name for the anterior entry of 
the alimentary canal?

mouth (or throat) 
4 0 . The Number Line
P and q and r are real numbers and p<q<r.  Therefore, 
p lies in which direction from r on the number line?

left 
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Alt. 1. New World Colonization
Unlike Cartier's French colony at Quebec and 
Raleigh's English colony at Roanoke, what Spanish 
settlement founded in 1565 in Florida survived?

St. Augustine 
Alt. 2. Homonyms
What term that in geometry indicates a type of angle 
in medicine indicates a rapid onset?

acute 
Alt. 3. Presidents
Name any two of the three presidents who held office 
between 1798 and 1808.

Adams, Jefferson, Madison 
Alt. 4. Caves
Name the series of enormous limestone caves in New 
Mexico.

Carlsbad Caverns 
Alt. 5. Anthropology
The Aleuts are indigenous people of what major 
American archipelago?

Aleutian Islands (Aleutians) 
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1 . New Mexico
The U.S. acquired most of Arizona in 1848 as a result 
of the Mexican War, and the remainder in 1853 
through what purchase?

Gadsden Purchase 
2 . Portuguese Explorers
In the 15th century, Portuguese navigators used the 
mariner's compass to tell direction and the quadrant 
and astrolabe to get fixes on their ---- north or south 
of the equator.

latitude 
3 . Work
You shove a heavy crate across a floor and back to its 
original position.  You have expended considerable 
effort, but the only outcome is an elevation in what for 
the crate and the floor?

temperature 
4 . New World Colonies
What European country was first to colonize the 
region of Argentina in the 16th century?

Spain 
5 . Climates
The two dry climate types are semiarid and what 
other?

arid 

6 . Mechanics
Because their shapes resemble the shapes of the simple 
machines, some letters of the alphabet can be 
mnemonic devices to help you remember the names 
of machines.  For example, there is N for inclined 
plane and O for wheel and axle.  For what simple 
machine could V stand?

wedge 
7 . Dance
These directions relate to what kind of dance?
  back by the left, ladies grand chain,
  star by the right, allemande left,
  down the center and back, do-si-do

square dancing 
8 . Energy Transformation
In a soldering iron, what energy transformation 
occurs?

electrical to thermal (heat) energy 
9 . Former Rulers
Several rulers of what country had the name, "Ivan"?

Russia 
1 0 . Ocean Floor Features
The Bermuda Rise is a feature of what ocean?

Atlantic Ocean 
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1 1 . Rock Resources
Petroleum and natural gas are usually found in the 
pore spaces of which of the three main categories of 
rock?

sedimentary 
1 2 . Math Roots
Eight is the cube root of what number?

512 
1 3 . Paint
What is the term for any substance that acts to dilute 
paint and thereby decrease its viscosity?

thinner 
1 4 . Phrases
Phrases lack what two basic parts of a sentence?

subject, verb (predicate) 
1 5 . Phrases
What is the prepositional phrase in this line?
  She always managed to remain ahead of me.

of me 

1 6 . Marine Biology
Research has shown that the giant squid can only see 
black and white because its retinas have only what 
kind of light-sensitive cells?

rods 
1 7 . Discoveries
In 1848, John Marshall said he had discovered a 
chispa, a Spanish word for "bright speck" or "spangle." 
What had he discovered near the future site of 
Sacramento, California?

gold 
1 8 . Birth Rates
In a country with a birth rate of 38 per 1000, how 
many children are born annually in a population of 1 
million?

38,000 
1 9 . Library Math
A county library has one million books and serves 
80,000 people.  What is the number of books per 
capita?

12.5 
2 0 . Boiling
What happens to the boiling point of a substance when 
the pressure is reduced?

It is lowered. 
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2 1 . Factoring
What is the prime factorization of 60?

2 x 2 x 3 x 5 
2 2 . Seasonal Poetry
These lines are from a poem by John Keats named for 
what season?
  Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,
    Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun:
  Conspiring with him how to load and bless
    With fruit the vines that round the
    thatch-eves run

autumn (fall) 
2 3 . Anthem Adverbs
What modifier in the first verse of the U.S. national 
anthem means boldly, dashing, unflinching, nobly, 
stately, and majestic?

gallantly 
2 4 . Verb Choice
Supply the present tense form of the verb "to be" in 
this sentence.
  Half of the boys ---- in camp.

are 
2 5 . Writing
Around 3400 B.C., people in what civilization began 
to use primitive hieroglyphic writing?

Egyptian 

2 6 . Special Circles
The Arctic Circle delineates Earth's Northern Frigid 
Zone.  What is the corresponding line in the Southern 
Hemisphere delineating the Southern Frigid Zone?

Antarctic Circle 
2 7 . Elections
What two national offices are never filled during 
midterm elections?

president, vice president 
2 8 . Traditions
What traditional dance would you expect to see at a 
luau?

hula 
2 9 . Displays
The greatest number of pyrotechnic displays occurs 
annually throughout the U.S. on what day?

July 4 
3 0 . Devastating Diseases
What insect-borne disease ravaged the settlers of 
Jamestown?

malaria 
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3 1 . Leggy Critters
Although they actually have between 15 and 173 pairs 
of legs, identify these arthropods whose name 
indicates they have 50 pairs.

cent ipedes 
3 2 . Ore Chemistry
A single molecule of chromite includes an atom of 
iron, four atoms of oxygen, and two atoms of what 
metal?

chromium 
3 3 . American Government
Which branch of U.S. government has the power to 
regulate commerce among the states?

Congress (legislative branch) 
3 4 . Mountain Phenomena
Alpenglow, a rosy glow on a mountain peak, occurs 
just after sunset or just before what part of the day?

sunrise 
3 5 . Comparative Ages
How many times older is a bacterium that lived 3 
billion years ago than a hominid that lived 2 million 
years ago?

1500 times 

3 6 . Adjectives
What form of an adjective should be used when 
comparing three or more people, places, or things?

superlative 
3 7 . Plane Figures
With respect to their angles, triangles may be classified 
as equiangular, right, acute, or what?

obtuse 
3 8 . Short Stories
There are two characters in Jack London's "To Build a 
Fire."  One is a man.  What is the other?

dog 
3 9 . 19th-Century Military Leaders
This is about whom?
  First, he secured a nominal Austrian alliance
  by marrying an Austrian princess.  Next, he
  collected the largest army Europe had ever
  seen and marched it toward Russia.

Napoleon Bonaparte 
4 0 . Warfare
What kind of fighting was conducted from long, 
narrow ditches that sheltered troops from enemy fire?

trench warfare 
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Alt. 1. Unlawful Actions
Any unrestrained disturbance created by a large 
number of people unlawfully assembled is called a 
what?

riot 
Alt. 2. Islands
The Aleutians extend west from what peninsula?

Alaska Peninsula 
Alt. 3. Ancient Disasters
About two thousand years ago, the same volcanic 
disaster that killed a large percentage of the 
inhabitants of what small city in southern Italy also 
preserved its streets and buildings?

Pompeii (or Herculaneum) 
Alt. 4. Root Words
What is the meaning of the root word in these terms?
  section
  intersect
  bisect
  dissect

cut (divide) 
Alt. 5. Astronomical Phenomena
The passage of an astronomical body through the 
shadow of another produces what?

an eclipse 
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1 . Parodies
These verses are from a parody of what poem?
  He took his Aryan Horde in Hand
  Long Time the Gestapo He taught
  Then rested He by the Baltic Sea
  And stood awhile in Thought.
  And as a Polish Oath they swore
  The Grabberwock, with Lies aflame
  Came Goering down the Corridor
  and Goebbled as it came.

Jabberwocky 
2 . States
Which U.S. state has the easternmost geographic 
center?

Maine 
3 . Drawing
Among the oldest drawing materials are natural chalks 
and what porous, carbonaceous material?

charcoal 
4 . Tissues
What kind of tissues carry electrical signals from one 
part of your body to another?

nervous tissues (nerves, neurons) 
5 . Wordplay
What is the last word in this palindrome?
  A nut for a jar of ...

tuna 

6 . Astronomical Accounts
This describes what astronomical phenomenon?
  It did not look like the growing darkness of
  approaching night, partly because the shadows
  did not grow longer as they do with the setting
  sun.  No birds were seen where there had been
  hundreds a short time before.

eclipse (solar eclipse) 
7 . Earth's Interior
The inner core of the Earth is solid while its outer core 
is what?

liquid (fluid) 
8 . Art Composition
What principle of art is concerned with the 
arrangement of the elements in a work so that they 
appear more or less symmetrical?

balance 
9 . Bouncing
A rubber or steel ball dropped on a concrete surface 
will bounce.  What physical property is responsible for 
this?

elasticity 
1 0 . Jurisdiction
In the U.S., the jurisdiction of a sheriff is generally 
limited to a single ...

county 
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1 1 . Spectacular Sculptures
Name the relatively small mountain range in which 
Mount Rushmore is located.

Black Hills 
1 2 . Art Fundamentals
In the visual arts, the identifiable path of a point 
moving in space that can vary in width, direction, and 
length is called a ...

line 
1 3 . Insects
What insect presented the greatest threat to the 
construction of the Panama Canal?

mosquito 
1 4 . Corporations
In the 1890s, these were names of what kind of 
companies?
  Kansas Pacific
  Southern Pacific
  Denver and Rio Grande

railroads 
1 5 . Seasonings
What common food seasoning is evidently associated 
with high blood pressure?

salt 

1 6 . Numbers
What is the product of the composite numbers less 
than 10?

1728 
1 7 . Fractional Midpoints
What fraction is exactly halfway between 2/3 and 5/9?

11/18 
1 8 . Native American Paintings
In a painting by an Indian who fought at the Little 
Bighorn, the artist shows Kicking Bear, 
Rain-in-the-Face, Crazy Horse, and Sitting Bull 
standing over what dead cavalry commander?

George Custer 
1 9 . Plants
These are characteristics of what kind of plants?
  -They are nonvascular.
  -They produce spores.
  -They have no flowers or seeds.
  -They prefer shady, damp locations.
  -They grow in dense clusters or mats.

mosses 
2 0 . Proportion
An 8-foot post casts a shadow 4 feet long at the same 
time that a flagpole casts a 26-foot shadow.  How tall 
is the flagpole?

52 feet 
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2 1 . Misdeeds
Appropriating the ideas and language of another and 
passing them off as one's own is called ...

plagiarism 
2 2 . Right Triangles
What are the measures of the acute angles in a right 
triangle if they are both the same?

45 degrees 
2 3 . Definitions
A denotation of "dog" is a domesticated carnivorous 
mammal related to foxes and wolves.  What kind of 
definition describes this same creature as a faithful, 
cuddly, furry, affectionate companion?

connotat ion 
2 4 . Wildlife
The males carry a pair of majestic curved horns up to 
five feet long and weighing 350 pounds.  Despite their 
size, they can easily negotiate precarious mountainous 
terrain on their padded cloven hooves.  Name these 
sheep.

bighorns 
2 5 . Pressure
A load exerting a pressure of 3312 pounds per square 
foot exerts a pressure of how many pounds per square 
inch?

23 

2 6 . Handicaps
Mutism is the condition of being unable to do what?

speak 
2 7 . Phrases
What is the function of the phrase "eating anchovies" 
in this example?
  Eating anchovies is always a pleasure.

subject of sentence 
2 8 . Musical Mastery
Complete this thought by Johann Sebastian Bach with 
a reflexive pronoun.
  There's nothing remarkable about it.
  All one has to do is hit the right keys
  at the right time and the instrument plays ...

itself 
2 9 . Music Notation
How should the note, F sharp, be played if it is 
followed by a natural?

F .
3 0 . Borders
In the 1840s, what mountain range formed the eastern 
boundary of Oregon Country?

Rocky Mountains 
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3 1 . Presidents
Name the second U.S. president.

John Adams 
3 2 . Equations
Solve this equation for L.
  A = WL

L = A/W 
3 3 . Consecutive Integers
What is the square of the product of two consecutive 
integers if their sum is 9?

400 
3 4 . Distribution of Authority
The president may veto legislation passed by 
Congress, the Senate must confirm major executive 
appointments, and courts may declare acts of 
Congress unconstitutional.  These are constitutional 
mechanisms requiring each branch of government to 
share powers with others in a system of checks and 
what?

balances 
3 5 . Crime Rhymes
What term that rhymes with "dwindle" means to cheat 
through trickery or fraud?

swindle 

3 6 . Microscope Use
When you are preparing to look at a wet mount of 
something through a microscope, you place the 
specimen in the center of a slide.  Then, what do you 
place immediately over the specimen?

cover slip (cover glass) 
3 7 . Ecological Transformations
Deforestation, overgrazing, or drought often lead to 
the transformation of usable land into desert or 
semidesert, a process called ...

desert i f ication 
3 8 . Vertebrates
The endoskeleton of vertebrates is made of cartilage 
and ...

bone 
3 9 . Rent
If the annual rent of an apartment is D dollars, what is 
the monthly rent?

D/12 
4 0 . Psychological Anagrams
What anagram for "rugged" indicates a feeling of 
resentment?

grudge 
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Alt. 1. Triangles
If the values of two angles in a triangle are known, the 
third angle is calculated by subtracting the sum of the 
two known angles from what constant?

180 degrees 
Alt. 2. Factoring
7 and 11 and what other number are the prime factors 
of 385?

5 .
Alt. 3. Mammals
What order of mammals includes voles, squirrels, 
porcupines, beavers, chipmunks, guinea pigs, mice, 
and rats?

Rodentia (rodents) 
Alt. 4. Low Points
Tied at 23 feet below sea level, the two lowest points in 
western Europe are in Denmark and what other 
country?

the Netherlands 
Alt. 5. Verb Tense
The past perfect tense is signaled by which auxiliary 
verb?

had 
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1 . Light
By shining a sunbeam through what specially shaped 
chunk of glass was Isaac Newton able to show that 
sunlight is really composed of the colors of the 
rainbow?

prism 
2 . Curious Travel
To go from west to east, a ship must travel from east to 
west through what canal?

Panama Canal 
3 . Lincoln Logic
What, according to Abraham Lincoln, can you do to 
all of the people some of the time and some of the 
people all of the time, but not to all of the people all 
of the time?

fool them 
4 . Redundancy
Restate this phrase in two words.
  the autobiography of my life

my autobiography 
5 . Congenital Disorders
The feet of people with flatfoot lack what?

arches 

6 . Babies
When a new tooth breaks through an infant's gums, 
the process is called ...

teething 
7 . Big Blasts
The Mount St. Helens eruption of 1980 ejected four 
cubic kilometers of material.  The eruption of Mt. 
Tambora in 1815 ejected eighty cubic kilometers of 
material.  The Tambora eruption was how many times 
larger than the St. Helens eruption?

20 times 
8 . Tenses
Name the three perfect tenses.

present perfect, past perfect, future perfect 
9 . Geometric Verbs
In geometry, what verb means to cut into two equal 
parts?

bisect 
1 0 . Tense
This sentence is in what tense?
  As evidenced by the deep dents that
  archaeologists have found in prehistoric
  vending machines, we know that primitive
  man felt anger.

present 
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1 1 . Kayaking Calculations
A kayaker completed 3/5 of her trip up the Amazon 
after paddling 174 kilometers.  How far does she have 
left to go?

116 km 
1 2 . Cooking Physics
What kitchen device boosts the temperature at which 
water boils so that foods cook faster?

pressure cooker 
1 3 . Exponents
The third power of a number is its ...

cube 
1 4 . Ancient Civilization
An early kingdom developed near the fertile Yellow 
River around 1500 B.C. in a region that became what 
country?

China 
1 5 . Crimes
The crime of breaking and entering with the intent to 
steal something is called ...

burglary 

1 6 . Algebraic Expressions
Algebraically express the number of pounds in X 
tons.

2000x 
1 7 . Ancient Weapons
What weapon that dates back to the Stone Age consists 
of a pouch secured between two lengths of cord that is 
swung around to maximize the velocity of a projectile 
upon release?

sling 
1 8 . Broadway Underwater
Based on a tale by Hans Christian Andersen, what 
movie and musical is about an imaginary sea creature 
who longs to be human?

The Little Mermaid 
1 9 . Sentence Diagramming
When you are diagramming, a short vertical line 
divides what two parts of a sentence?

subject, predicate 
2 0 . Herbicides
If only one-fourth of a herbicide remains in the soil 
after 120 days, what is its half-life?

60 days 
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2 1 . U.S. Laws
What is the term for any legislation that has passed 
both houses of Congress and has been approved by 
the president or passed over his veto?

act 
2 2 . Petroleum Products
Bitumen is a mixture of hydrocarbons that occurs 
naturally in petroleum.  Name the semisolid bitumen 
that is mixed with rock chips to form paving material.

asphalt 
2 3 . Electricity
The accumulation of electrical charge on the surface 
of an object is known as what kind of electricity?

static electricity 
2 4 . Plant Reproduction
Plants such as tulips, daffodils, and onions grow from 
what modified underground, fleshy stems?

bulbs 
2 5 . Chemical Concentrations
There are more than six billion tons of sodium 
chloride in what U.S. lake?

Great Salt Lake 

2 6 . Non-natives
What word describes someone who resides in a 
country other than that of one's birth without being a 
citizen there?

alien 
2 7 . Ratios
There are 840 Nirvana Night School students.  The 
ratio of those taking pig Latin to those not taking pig 
Latin is 4 to 3.  How many pig Latin students are 
there?

480 
2 8 . American Revolution
Massachusetts militiamen clashed with British troops 
in April of 1775 at Concord and what other town?

Lexington 
2 9 . Airports
Name the building at any airport that contains the 
electronic and communications gear by which the 
airport controllers monitor and direct airplane traffic.

tower (traffic control tower) 
3 0 . Farewells
What creatures in "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the 
Galaxy" leave the message, "So long, and thanks for 
all the fish"?

dolphins 
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3 1 . Slavery
In 1619, slavery began in the British colonies of North 
America when twenty Africans were first brought to 
what town in colonial Virginia?

Jamestown 
3 2 . Geometric Adjectives
Any closed shape or solid that has an indentation or a 
curved inner surface is described as having what 
shape?

concave 
3 3 . Ancient Misunderstandings
The Roman scholar Pliny the Elder cited an ancient 
belief that drops of rain which fall into open oyster 
shells harden and form what?

pearls 
3 4 . Algebraic Sums
What is the sum of these expressions?
  -3p, 6p, -5p, 2p

0 .
3 5 . Rights
The backbone of American civil liberty consists of the 
first ten amendments to the Constitution, otherwise 
known as what?

the Bill of Rights 

3 6 . Submarines
What letter of the alphabet is associated with the 
German submarines of the first and second world 
wars?

U .
3 7 . Linear Equations
Solve this equation for x.
  3x + x = 36

x = 9 
3 8 . Earthy Chemistry
What phases of matter are present in soil?

solid, liquid, gas 
3 9 . Attitudinal Antonyms
What is the opposite of pessimism?

optimism 
4 0 . Figures of Speech
Restate this simile as a metaphor.
  My brother is like a beast.

My brother is a beast. 
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Alt. 1. Velocity Ratios
Simplify this ratio.
  40 miles per hour to 1 mile per minute

2 to 3 
Alt. 2. Outer Space
Molecules of hydrogen and other elements are found 
throughout interstellar space.  When enough of this 
dust and gas clumps together, huge clouds form.  
Name these clouds.

nebulae 
Alt. 3. Short Stories
This is from what Jack London story?
  High up in the tree one bough capsized its load
  of snow.  This fell on the boughs beneath,
  capsizing them.  This process continued,
  spreading out and involving the whole tree.  It
  grew like an avalanche, and it descended
  without warning upon the man and the fire,
  and the fire was blotted out!

To Build a Fire 
Alt. 4. Railways
The name of what railroad is missing in this quote by 
Harriet Tubman?
  I was a conductor of the ---- Railroad for eight
  years, and I can say what most conductors
  can't say, that I never ran my train off the
  track and I never lost a passenger.

Underground 
Alt. 5. Novels
In the novel, "Holes," the mild-mannered school 
teacher named Miss Katherine becomes what 
notorious outlaw?

Kissin' Kate Barlow 
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1 . Prepositions
What preposition usually begins a prepositional phrase 
that follows these nouns?
  concern, desire, fondness, hope, respect

for 
2 . Lots o' Ash
This is from an account of what 1980 event?
  Within hours after the pillar of ash rose to a
  height measured by radar at 60,000 feet, wind
  had pushed it 160 miles east to Walla Walla,
  Washington, where automatic equipment turned
  on street lights as if dusk had come.

eruption of Mt. St. Helens 
3 . Presidents
Which U.S. president was assassinated only a few 
weeks after his second inauguration?

Abraham Lincoln 
4 . Anatomy
What cords are contained in the larynx?

vocal cords 
5 . Quotes
What U.S. president said this?
  The issue raised by secession embraces more
  than the fate of these United States.  It
  presents the question whether a constitutional
  republic can or cannot maintain its territorial
  integrity against its own domestic foes.

Lincoln 

6 . Fruits
Name the largest fruit of all citrus plants.

grapefruit 
7 . The Skeletal System
What is the largest joint in the human body?

knee 
8 . Energy
By the 1840s, what replaced wood as an industrial 
fuel, especially in smelting iron?

coal 
9 . Proofreading Symbols
Your writing assignment has just been returned to you 
and you notice that there are three short lines below a 
variety of letters in your paper.  These marks indicate 
what kind of error?

capitalization 
1 0 . Writing Materials
Name either of the types of animal skins that have 
traditionally been used to make parchment.

goat, sheep 
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1 1 . State Sights
In what state can you see the Salt River Canyon, 
Picacho Peak, Sunset Crater, Meteor Crater, and 
Saguaro National Park?

Arizona 
1 2 . Subtraction
Subtract -3q from 8q.

11q 
1 3 . Pronouns
Restate this using a first-person pronoun.
  It devoured the two-pound centipede.

I  devoured the two-pound centipede. 
1 4 . Data Processing
What compound word refers to any data entered into a 
computer?

input 
1 5 . Fruits
The names for what kind of fruits begin with stems 
such as bear, goose, lingon, bar, elder, and straw?

berries 

1 6 . Measurement Ratios
Express in lowest terms the ratio of one square yard to 
two square feet.

9/2 
1 7 . Babies
A joey is a baby of what animal?

kangaroo 
1 8 . Vision
What part of the eye is packed with millions of 
light-sensitive cones and rods that send electrical 
impulses to the optic nerve?

retina 
1 9 . Sun Photography
What high-temperature, low-density envelope of the 
Sun is photographed with a coronagraph?

corona 
2 0 . Tornadoes
Although a precise location cannot be defined, the 
region of the U.S. called Tornado Alley is definitely 
between what two American mountain ranges?

Rockies, Appalachians 
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2 1 . Reading Comprehension
The context clues in this sentence provide some 
explanatory information regarding the meaning of 
what word?
  Her second-grade classmates include several
  precocious children including one who could
  already play classical piano, another who could
  already do solid geometry, and a third who was
  reading at the 12th-grade level.

precocious 
2 2 . Math Rules
According to the cross-products rule, if a/b equals c/d, 
then ad equals what?

bc 
2 3 . Unusual Characters
In a story by Jerry Spinelli, what is the nickname of 
Jeffrey Lionel Magee, a 12-year-old homeless boy 
who intercepts a football on a field of players twice his 
size, hits an inside-the-park home run without a 
baseball, and wins a race by running backwards?

Maniac (Maniac Magee) 
2 4 . Water Treatment
Name the processof adding small amounts of fluorine 
salts to water to prevent tooth decay.

fluoridation 
2 5 . Inertia
According to the law of inertia, if an object is at rest, it 
tends to do what?

stay (remain) at rest 

2 6 . Hot Times
The world's highest air temperature of 136 degrees F 
was recorded in what desert?

Sahara Desert 
2 7 . Infestations
There are 1960 bedbugs in Mr. Crabtree's square 
hunting cabin.  Their density is 40 per square foot.  
What are the dimensions of the cabin?

7' x 7' 
2 8 . Physiology
The lowest concentration of oxygen in the body is 
found in the pulmonary capillaries of what organs?

lungs 
2 9 . Music Fundamentals
What is the name for an interval of five steps between 
notes?

fifth 
3 0 . Wars
Name either of the two largest countries that 
supported North Korea during the Korean War.

Soviet Union, China 
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3 1 . Explorers
In 1534, the French king, Francis I, sent whom with 
two ships and sixty-one men to look for a northwest 
passage linking the Atlantic with the Pacific.

Jacques Cartier 
3 2 . Set Synonyms
What is another term for non-overlapping sets?

disjoint sets 
3 3 . Space Exploration
The Soviet spacecraft, Luna III, took the first 
photographs of the far side of what heavenly object?

Moon 
3 4 . Proportions
What is the missing term in this proportion?
  1/3 = p/19

6 1/3 (or 6.3) 
3 5 . Sociology
What is the name for the physical separation of 
categories of individuals on the basis of gender, race, 
religion, class, or any other factor?

segregat ion 

3 6 . Influential Novels
The novel, "Uncle Tom's Cabin," is credited with 
helping to start what major conflict?

Civil War 
3 7 . Allusions
This statement about finding a solution to 
contemporary problems is a parody of a policy first 
used by what president?
  Speak softly and carry a big chainsaw.

Theodore Roosevelt  
3 8 . Gold Fever
A great number of the forty-niners on their way to the 
goldfields went by way of what West Coast bay?

San Francisco Bay 
3 9 . Colonists
Who founded the first colonial settlement in Rhode 
Island?

Roger Williams 
4 0 . American Law
The adversarial system, the two-sided structure under 
which American criminal courts operate, pits the 
prosecution against the ...

defense 
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Alt. 1. Body Systems
What system in higher animals has the functions of 
detecting stimuli, transmitting messages, interpreting 
information, and responding?

nervous system 
Alt. 2. Fishy Signs
The Lewis and Clark explorers knew they must be 
nearing the Pacific when they found what fish in the 
Columbia River drainage?

salmon 
Alt. 3. Money
In what European country was the mark used as a unit 
of currency in the 1920s?

Germany 
Alt. 4. Southern States
How many U.S. states bordering the Gulf of Mexico 
have names beginning with a consonant?

4 .
Alt. 5. Elephant Anatomy
What is another term for an elephant's second upper 
incisors?

tusks 
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1 . Presidents
This is about what U.S. president?
  How could the 22nd and 24th presidents have
  had the same parents and not be brothers?

Grover Cleveland 
2 . Success
What noun that rhymes with "cash' means that a play is 
a resounding success?

smash 
3 . Numbers
The 10-digit numerical system is called the decimal 
system.  What is the two digit numerical system called?

binary system 
4 . Statistics
Determine the range of these scores.
  824, 489, 659, 767, 502, 812, 556

335 
5 . Modifiers
What word is modified by "quite" in this line?
  He quite recently gave the baloney to the
  Senate committee.

recently 

6 . Imaginary Creatures
In the Harry Potter series, what kind of creature is a 
Norwegian ridgeback, Hungarian horntail, Swedish 
short-snout, Common Welsh green, Hebridean black, 
and a Chinese fireball?

dragon 
7 . North American Real Estate
In 1830, what nation controlled most of the land that 
would ultimately become the second-largest U.S. 
state?

Mexico 
8 . Geometry
What is formed by two rays emanating from a single 
point?

angle 
9 . Syllabication
What is the total number of syllables in these words?
  smorgasbord
  ventriloquist
  reconnaissance

11 
1 0 . Literature
These are examples of what form of nonfiction?
  John C. Calhoun: American Portrait
  The Life and Times of Cotton Mather
  Luce and His Empire
  Robert Frost: The Years of Triumph
  Elvis: The Final Years

biography 
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1 1 . Weather Abbreviations
BLSA is blowing sand while BLSN stands for what?

blowing snow 
1 2 . Balloon Physics
Once a balloon is inflated, what physical property of 
the air inside it is greater than that outside of it?

air pressure (or density) 
1 3 . Dramatic Definitions
According to Robert Benchley, what type of theatrical 
presentation "is where a guy gets stabbed in the back 
and instead of dying, he sings"?

opera 
1 4 . Wall-to-Wall Math
How much will it cost to carpet a room 10 meters long 
and 8 meters wide at $11 per square meter?

$880 
1 5 . Weather Fronts
What kind of front occurs when a mass of cold air 
pushes beneath a mass of warm air, boosting it to a 
height at which its moisture condenses to form 
clouds?

cold front 

1 6 . Human Anatomy
The alimentary canal is also known as what tract?

digestive tract 
1 7 . Blood Vessels
Name the type of blood vessels in the earlobes and 
tips of the toes.

capillaries 
1 8 . Reasoning
Which major category of reasoning is illustrated in 
this?
  Gravity makes things fall.  The meteorite that
  just smashed my car fell because of gravity.

deduction 
1 9 . Satellites
What moon of Saturn is named after the mythical 
woman who released all the ills and evils from a 
container with which she had been entrusted?

Pandora 
2 0 . Novels
Complete this title of a story by S.E. Hinton.
  That Was Then, This ...

Is Now 



Bluegrass Conference - 7th Grade  Round 7 Second Half Page 3
2 1 . Government History
What was the most common form of government in 
medieval Europe?

monarchy (or feudalism) 
2 2 . Hollywood Proportions
If Zsa Zsa can slap four policemen in five days, then 
how many days will she need to slap 100 policemen if 
she maintains the pace?

125 
2 3 . Invertebrate Evolution
This is about what creatures?
  Araneoids and deinopoids diverged from a
  common ancestor about 136 million years ago.
  Scientists have discovered that the two groups
  share similar silk-making proteins, suggesting
  that the orb web probably evolved before the
  two groups diverged.

spiders (arachnids) 
2 4 . Programming
An error in a computer program causing it to fail or at 
least do something unexpected is called a what?

bug 
2 5 . Fortune Seekers
The nickname for participants in the California Gold 
Rush refers to what year?

1849 

2 6 . Porcine Tales
In what story by Ellis Parker Butler does a railway 
agent want to charge the livestock rate rather than the 
pet rate for two little guinea pigs which end up 
reproducing geometrically in his stationhouse while 
the company bureaucracy debates the issue?

Pigs is Pigs 
2 7 . Fish
What type of fish includes the Mackinaw and 
steelhead?

trout 
2 8 . Clauses
What is the dependent clause in this line by Marlon 
Brando?
  Once you are a star actor, people start asking
  you questions about politics, astronomy,
  archaeology, and birth control.

Once you are a star actor 
2 9 . Word Problems
If water flows into a tank at six gallons per minute and 
drains out at two gallons per minute and the tank 
holds 180 gallons, how long does it take to fill the 
initially empty tank?

45 minutes 
3 0 . Factoring
What is the smallest number with four different prime 
factors?

210 
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3 1 . Queens
What name is shared by two British queens?

Elizabeth (or Mary) 
3 2 . Creative Writing
What figure of speech is illustrated below?
  Now begins the cry of the guitar.

personification (or inversion) 
3 3 . Law
In the U.S., a person's closest living blood relative is 
called the next of what?

kin 
3 4 . Day Length
Locations in the Southern Hemisphere have their 
longest day on the solstice that occurs in what month?

December  
3 5 . Clauses
What is the first word of the dependent clause in this 
example?
  Arnie is so broke that he may have to resort
  to getting a job.

that 

3 6 . Geometric Vocabulary
What is the term for any closed figure formed by line 
segments in a plane?

polygon 
3 7 . Prefixes
What does the prefix mean in these words?
  heliometer, heliostat, heliocentricity

Sun 
3 8 . Legislation
Name the largest of the creatures defended by the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972.

whales (blue whales) 
3 9 . Arch Analogies
The Arch of Constantine is to Rome as the Arc de 
Triomphe is to what city?

Paris 
4 0 . Thinking Antonyms
What is the antonym of divergent thinking?

convergent thinking 
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Alt. 1. Ratios
In a box of creepy crawly things, there are 12 
centipedes and 18 millipedes.  What is the ratio of 
centipedes to all the creepy crawly things in the box?

2 to 5 (or 12 to 30) 
Alt. 2. Presidents
Who was U.S. president during the Great Depression 
and World War II?

Franklin Roosevelt 
Alt. 3. Silent Letters
Name any word with a silent "gh" preceding a "t."

night, ought, taught, etc. 
Alt. 4. Writing
What word is missing in this line illustrating parallel 
structure?
  Wounds inflicted by a sharp knife heal more
  quickly than ---- inflicted by a sharp tongue.

wounds 
Alt. 5. Banners
What was the color of the flag raised on October 17th, 
1781 by the British at Yorktown?

white 
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1 . Bird Stories
What work by E.B. White's is about Louis, a trumpeter 
swan born without a voice?

The Trumpet of the Swan 
2 . Colors
What is the collective name for tints and shades 
between white and black?

grays 
3 . Energy
What common device stores chemical energy and 
then, on demand, converts it to electrical current?

battery 
4 . Airplane Components
What is the name for the type of fan that converts 
rotational motion into thrust?

propeller (airscrew) 
5 . Pronouns
What reflexive pronoun corresponds with the personal 
plural pronoun, "you"?

yourselves 

6 . Eclipses
A solar eclipse is a shadow cast by what body on what 
body?

by the Moon on the Earth 
7 . Federal Agencies
The National Security Council is part of which branch 
of U.S. government?

executive branch 
8 . Phrases
What prepositional phrase completes this statement by 
Dwight Eisenhower?
  What counts is not necessarily the size of the
  dog in the fight, it's the size of the fight ...

in the dog 
9 . Headlines
These headlines from a 1906 newspaper are about 
what American city?
  HUNDREDS DEAD!  Fire follows earthquake,
  laying downtown section in ruins.  City seems
  doomed for lack of water.

San Francisco 
1 0 . Stories
This is from what story?
  How bad could a worm taste?  Billy had eaten
  fried liver, salmon loaf, mushrooms, tongue,
  and pig's feet.  Heck, he could gag anything
  down for fifty dollars, couldn't he?

How to Eat Fried Worms 
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1 1 . Mathematical Expressions
What is 2 cubed times 4 squared?

128 
1 2 . Horses
The walk, trot, canter, and gallop are varieties of the 
rhythmic movement of a horse's feet and legs called 
its ...

gait 
1 3 . Landforms
What do Norwegians call the deep grooves cut in the 
coastline by prehistoric glaciers that are now filled 
with seawater?

fiords 
1 4 . Coal Use
The United States produces about 0.8 billion tons of 
coal annually.  This equals how many million tons?

800 million tons 
1 5 . The Water Cycle
In a three-phase model of the water cycle, what occurs 
between evaporation and precipitation?

condensat ion  

1 6 . Martian Soil
What is the general hue of the soil on Mars?

red 
1 7 . Fictional Characters
What character created by Mark Twain has a drunkard 
father, no formal education, worn out clothes, no bed, 
no regular food, and is pretty much free to do 
whatever he fancies?

Huckleberry Finn 
1 8 . Wings
What is the shape of a delta wing?

triangular 
1 9 . Marches
Composed by John Philip Sousa, "Semper Fidelis" is 
the official march of what branch of the U.S. military?

Marines 
2 0 . Figurative Language
What figure of speech is illustrated in this?
  World War I started with a tiny spark
  that quickly spread into a roaring fire
  that consumed Europe.

metaphor 
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2 1 . Electricity
In what kind of electrical circuit do the lamps get 
dimmer as more lamps are added?

series circuit 
2 2 . Zoology
What is a collective name for animals without 
backbones?

invertebrates 
2 3 . Monsters
What sea creature did Jules Verne describe in these 
words?
  It swam crossways in the direction of the
  Nautilus with great speed, watching us with its
  enormous staring green eyes.  Its eight arms
  were twice as long as its body, and were
  twisted like the furies' hair.

giant squid 
2 4 . Nouns
What is the noncount noun in this example?
  Thanks to the four cats and the hound
  living in the house, the occupants had
  to replace all their furniture.

furniture 
2 5 . Irony
What word in this line illustrating irony actually means 
its opposite?
  I just love to stay home on a Saturday night
  ironing clothes and changing the sheets.

love 

2 6 . Phrases
How many prepositional phrases are in this line by 
Louisa May Alcott?
  I believe that it is as much a right and duty
  for women to do something with their lives
  as for men.

3 .
2 7 . Caravans
The greatest use of camel trains is associated with what 
desert?

Sahara 
2 8 . Calluses
Calluses are most common on which two parts of the 
body?

hands, feet 
2 9 . Battles
The first Battles of the American Revolution were 
fought in 1775 in what colony?

Massachuset ts  
3 0 . Simple Machines
With scissors, where is the load?

where the blades come together 
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3 1 . Linguistics
These are words from what language?
  lei
  Lapakahi
  Kaluakaua

Hawaiian 
3 2 . Exports
Most export revenues for Oman come from what 
natural resource?

oil (petroleum) 
3 3 . Microscopes
The best light microscope can enlarge the image of a 
cell only 2000 times, while a scanning electron 
microscope can enlarge it 200,000 times.  The 
resolving power of the electron microscope is how 
many times greater than that of the light microscope?

100 
3 4 . Adjectives
To make the superlative form of one-syllable regular 
adjectives ending in the letter "e", you should add 
what?

st 
3 5 . Seas
What body of water separates Venezuela from the 
Dominican Republic?

Caribbean Sea 

3 6 . Circle Measures
What unit equals 1/360 of a circle?

degree 
3 7 . Wildlife
The jackals of Africa most closely resemble what 
creatures of North America?

coyotes 
3 8 . Folksong Lyrics
Who in the folksong met her death when she fell into 
the foamy brine?

Clement ine 
3 9 . Mirrors
A plane mirror has a flat surface.  What kind of mirror 
curves outward like the back of a spoon?

convex mirror 
4 0 . Law Enforcement Groups
Arrests by Mounties are mostly made in what 
country?

Canada 
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Alt. 1. Consecutive Integers
Find the largest of five consecutive even integers 
whose sum is 60.

16 
Alt. 2. Heat
Incandescence is the emission of what by a substance 
as a result of raising it to a high temperature?

light 
Alt. 3. Machines
What kind of structure supports a rotating part of a 
machine?

bearing (bushing) 
Alt. 4. Documents
The 13 colonies that became the original United States 
of America were only loosely joined as a single 
country by the provisions of what document?

Articles of Confederation 
Alt. 5. Technological Advances
In the same year that Fidel Castro launched a 
revolution in Cuba, what country launched the world's 
first artificial satellite?

Russia (Soviet Union, U.S.S.R.) 
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1 . Legal Orders
What order issued by a judge permits a law 
enforcement officer to make a thorough examination 
of a specific residence or business and look for 
specified items?

search warrant 
2 . Oceans
Thanks to plate tectonics, which of the world's great 
oceans is slowly becoming smaller?

Pacific Ocean 
3 . Medical Slang
What does the slang abbreviation mean below?
  Shelia was exceedingly nervous and unbearably
  emotional after she had OD'd on chocolate cake
  and Twinkies.

overdosed 
4 . Systems
In which body system, essentially a long tube, are 
large molecules broken down into smaller ones by the 
actions of enzymes and then absorbed?

digestive system 
5 . Life Predictions
The number of years that an average newborn in a 
particular society will live is called its life what?

expectancy 

6 . North American Trade
Hudson's Bay Company was initially based upon what 
one North American commodity?

beaver pelts 
7 . Monarchies
The English absolute monarchy was transformed into 
a limited monarchy by the signing of what document 
in 1215?

Magna Carta 
8 . Cylinders
You revolve a 2.5 inch by 9 inch rectangle about its 
smaller side to form a cylinder with a diameter of how 
many inches?

5 inches 
9 . Evenings
The period of waning twilight from the time of sunset 
to dark is called ...

dusk 
1 0 . Slang
While those who break wild horses to the saddle are 
called broncobusters and those who seek to dissolved 
business trusts are called trustbusters, what similar 
name is given to farmers?

sodbusters 
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1 1 . Medical Procedures
What treatment is directed toward a patient who has 
become dehydrated?

rehydration (or hydration) 
1 2 . Entitlements
In law, the legal or moral entitlement to do or refrain 
from doing something is called a what?

right 
1 3 . Light
What type of light lies just beyond the violet end of 
the spectrum?

ultraviolet light 
1 4 . Celebrations
In what year will the tricentennial of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence be held?

2076 
1 5 . Infection Prevention
What substances inhibit the growth of microorganisms, 
thereby preventing infection and diseases caused by 
them?

antiseptics (disinfectants, antibiotics) 

1 6 . Literary Etymology
What form of literature got its name from a 
combination of three Greek words meaning "self," 
"life," and "write"?

autobiography 
1 7 . Map Scales
If 4 million inches equals 63 miles, how many miles 
equal 40 million inches?

630 
1 8 . Chunks of Writing
A stanza in poetry corresponds to what in prose?

paragraph 
1 9 . Presidential Succession
Although the current line of succession for the 
American presidency has been in place since 1947, 
succession has never passed below what office?

vice president 
2 0 . First Aid
Reminiscent of a sauce for salads, what is the general 
name for material applied to a wound for protection 
or absorbency?

dressing 
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2 1 . Exponents
Simplify (-7) to the fifth power.

-16 ,807 
2 2 . Colonial Chores
What did colonists call the combing out of wool with 
an implement consisting of rows of wire teeth?

carding 
2 3 . Historical Poems
This verse is about an incident in what Arizona town?
  Now, Virgil and Morgan were downright
  disgusted /  And took up guns and badges to
  stop all the killing / So Wyatt and Doc backed
  the Earp brothers' play / And showed a courage
  that was fierce and chilling.

Tombstone 
2 4 . Observations
He said, "No matter when you had been to this spot 
before, a thousand years ago or a hundred thousand 
years ago, or if you came back to it a million years 
from now, the scene would be generally the same."  
What was Neil Armstrong talking about?

the Moon 
2 5 . Fairy Tales
In what story by Hans Christian Andersen does a 
wicked hobgoblin invent a mirror that reflects 
everything good as trivial and everything bad as 
monstrous?

The Snow Queen 

2 6 . Inequalities
What is the value of P if P + 3 is less than 7?

P is less than 4 
2 7 . Phrases
Identify the noun clause that is the subject of this 
sentence.
  Who I am keeps surprising me.

Who I am 
2 8 . Four-Legged Creatures
Salamanders superficially resemble lizards, but are 
easily distinguished by the lack of what on their skins?

scales 
2 9 . Sets
What is the intersection of these sets?
  {squares of whole numbers from 2 to 9} and
  {all odd numbers}

{9, 25, 49, 81} 
3 0 . U.S. Cities
In what state are these cities?
  Kalispell
  Havre
  Butte
  Miles City
  Anaconda
  Bozeman

Montana 



Bluegrass Conference - 7th Grade  Round 8 Second Half Page 4
3 1 . Work Problems
9 gandy dancers can lay 12 miles of railroad track in 
6 days.  How many days will it take 18 of them to lay 
24 miles of track?

6 days 
3 2 . Paleontology
Ornithopods, stegosaurs, ankylosaurs, and 
pachycephalosaurs are varieties of what creatures?

dinosaurs 
3 3 . Assassination Plots
John Wilkes Booth directed George Atzerodt to kill 
what vice president?

Andrew Johnson 
3 4 . Science Fiction
This story by Madeleine L'Engle is about Meg, her 
little brother, her friend Calvin, and their quest to free 
Meg's father from his captivity in another world.  It is 
entitled "A Wrinkle in" what?

Time 
3 5 . Literary Anecdotes
Name the American literary character who cons 
friends into whitewashing a fence.

Tom Sawyer 

3 6 . Freedom
The right to collect and publish information or 
opinions without governmental control or fear of 
punishment is freedom of what?

the press 
3 7 . French Territories
In 1701, name the province of France that covered 
most of the area drained by the Mississippi, Missouri, 
and Ohio rivers.

Louisiana 
3 8 . Exponents
The product of 25 multiplied by 5 to the 14th power 
divided by 5 to the 7th power is 5 to what power?

9th power 
3 9 . Verbs
These are forms of what infinitive verb?
  were, am, is, was

to be 
4 0 . Government
What form of government completes this quote by 
Abraham Lincoln?
  As I would not be a slave, so I would not be
  a master.  This expresses my idea of ...

democracy 
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Alt. 1. Car Safety
What passive automotive safety device both dissipates 
a driver's kinetic energy and distributes deceleration 
forces across much of the upper body?

air bag (or 3-point seat belt) 
Alt. 2. Arthropods
Name the long, whiplike, jointed, mobile, paired 
appendages on the heads of many arthropods.

antennae (antennas) 
Alt. 3. Words to Write By
What figure of speech is illustrated below?
  Avoid annoying, affected, and awkward
  alliteration, always.

alliteration 
Alt. 4. Transportation
In 1825, the first barge began the 544-mile journey 
from the Great Lakes to New York City via what 
newly-opened waterway?

Erie Canal 
Alt. 5. Text Art
Academic texts usually include drawings, 
photographs, and images that provide examples or 
help clarify material being covered.  These embedded 
visual supplements are called ...

illustrations 



Bluegrass Conference - 7th Grade  Round 9 First Half Page 1
1 . Bullet Speed
How many feet per second must a bullet travel to 
cover one-half mile in two seconds?

1320 
2 . Phenomenal Etymology
What term for an optical phenomenon that often 
creates the illusion of water where there is none was 
derived from the French word "mirer" meaning "to 
look at" or "to wonder at"?

mirage 
3 . U.S. Government
If a staff member has just received an order directly 
from the Oval Office, what is the title of the person 
who issued it?

president 
4 . Insulation
Insulation works by minimizing the transfer of energy 
from one material to another through radiation, 
convection, or what other process?

conduct ion 
5 . Disasters
The worst recorded natural disaster in North American 
history in terms of lives lost occurred in 1900 in 
Galveston, Texas.  What caused this catastrophe?

hurricane 

6 . Matter
In the fifth century B.C., Democritus gave what name 
meaning "uncuttable" to the tiniest particles of matter?

atoms (atomos) 
7 . Agreements
A legal agreement creating and defining the 
obligations between two parties is called a ...

contract 
8 . Poems
Francis Miles Finch wrote a sentimental poem about 
Civil War uniforms entitled "The Blue and the" what?

Gray 
9 . Birthplaces
Mecca, the holiest city of Islam, was the birthplace of 
what religious leader?

Mohammad 
1 0 . Bad Habits
What is the term for the habitual consumption of 
drugs or alcohol due to a physical and/or 
psychological dependency?

addiction 
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1 1 . Proverb Tense
What tense is in this Japanese proverb?
  A man in love mistakes a pimple for a dimple.

present tense 
1 2 . A Little Here, A Little There
You save a quarter on the first day, four bits on the 
second day, $1 on the third day, and continue 
doubling your savings each day for 7 days.  What is 
your total savings for the week?

$31.75 
1 3 . Heavy Rain
Cpomplete this slang phrase for a sudden heavy rain 
shower that produces a flash flood.
  gully ...

washer 
1 4 . Roman Time
Given that the Roman year began on March 1, what 
became the new name of the month of Sextilus?

August 
1 5 . Charters
What was the nationality of the sovereign who signed 
the Magna Carta in 1215?

English 

1 6 . Colombia
Traversing Colombia are the Cordillera Occidental, 
Cordillera Central, and Cordillera Oriental, all of 
which are part of what mountain system?

Andes 
1 7 . Sets
Name the set containing all the different elements 
from two sets, without repetition.

union 
1 8 . Overland Routes
If you wanted to travel due east from the Atlantic 
Ocean to the Indian Ocean through some part of 
Africa, what is the fewest number of countries you 
would have to cross?

1 .
1 9 . Volcanoes
These volcanoes are in what state?
  Inyo Craters, Malapai Hill, Mono Craters,
  Mammoth Mountain, Lassen Peak, Mt. Shasta

California 
2 0 . Light
Light rays that pass through a lens and come together 
converge.  What do light rays do that spread out after 
passing through a lens?

diverge 
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2 1 . Stellar Poetry
The name of what element completes this ditty?
  Twinkle, twinkle little star,
  I don't wonder what you are,
  For by my spectroscopic ken,
  I know that you are ...

hydrogen 
2 2 . Angles
The right ray of an angle is called "k" and the left ray 
is called "a."  The vertex is named "u."  Reading from 
left to right, give the name of this angle.

angle "auk" 
2 3 . Oxygen Consumption
In a chemical reaction, the amount of oxygen 
consumed is eight times as great as the amount of 
hydrogen consumed.  How much hydrogen is 
consumed when 32 grams of oxygen are consumed?

4 grams 
2 4 . Ranching
In the Old West, what was the phrase for the moving of 
a herd of cattle from ranches and grazing lands to the 
railroad lines for shipment to meat-packing plants in 
the East?

cattle drive 
2 5 . The Price of Freedom
In the 17th and 18th centuries, many people could not 
afford the price of a boat ride to the New World, so 
they would agree to work for an employer for several 
years in return for their tickets.  These people were 
called what kind of servants?

indentured servants 

2 6 . Scientific Devices
What device produces a strong, coherent beam of light 
having only a single wavelength?

laser 
2 7 . Inventors
What former teacher of the deaf, first in England and 
then in the U.S., figured out how to make a current of 
electricity vary in intensity to transmit speech 
telegraphically?

Alexander Graham Bell 
2 8 . Technology
This 1927 excerpt is about the first public 
demonstration of what device?
  Herbert Hoover made a speech in Washington
  yesterday afternoon.  An audience in New York
  heard and saw him.

television 
2 9 . Supervolcanoes
The volume of the Mt. St. Helens eruption in 1980 
was about 1.2 cubic kilometers.  But the volume of 
material ejected in the eruption of the La Garita 
supervolcano during the Oligocene Epoch was about 
4170 times larger.  To the nearest thousand, how 
many cubic kilometers of material were released by 
the La Garita event?

5000 
3 0 . Complementary Angles
Two angles, A and B, are complementary.  Angle A 
equals what?

90 - angle b 
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3 1 . Literature
What is the term for conversation of two or more 
people as reproduced in literature?

dialogue 
3 2 . Influence Peddling
Senator Symington was offered a spa in Springfield, a 
silver sculpture of Sisyphus, a steed named Seattle 
Slew, and an original Savanarola sermon if he would 
vote for a statute on social security.  Such an attempt 
to influence an official's opinions is called what?

bribery (graft, grease, a payoff) 
3 3 . Wit
What form of wit is in this passage?
  I calls out - The door has twinges and a pane,
  and it's in a jamb. "Open!" he sesame.

pun 
3 4 . The Constitution
This is about what body?
  The seats of the first class shall be vacated
  at the end of the second year, of the second
  at the end of the fourth year, and of the
  third at the end of the sixth year, so that
  one-third may be chosen every second year.

Senate 
3 5 . Colonial Legislation
Enacted under the leadership of William Penn, "The 
Great Law of Pennsylvania" extended male suffrage, 
eliminated imprisonment for debt, and specified that 
nobody could be deprived of life, liberty, or estate 
except by jury trial.  In this context, what is another 
term for "estate"?

property (possessions, land) 

3 6 . Light
What adjective describes the light transmitting ability 
of materials such as waxed paper, frosted glass, gauze, 
and mica?

translucent 
3 7 . Compound Names
When oxygen combines with an element to form a 
compound, the resulting compound is called an ...

oxide 
3 8 . European Emigration
Between 1949 and 1962, some 2.5 million East 
Germans emigrated to West Germany, but between 
1962 and 1989, there were only about 5,000 
emigrants.  What accounted for this precipitous 
reduction?

Berlin Wall 
3 9 . Rectangles
The width and length of a rectangle are represented 
by x and (2x+2).  The figure's perimeter is 76 inches.  
What is its length?

26 inches 
4 0 . Codes
What is the occupation of a person who regularly says 
things like these?
  We have a 10-59 on 325th and Portland.
  I need a 10-15 on Ohio plate WCN 4461.
  A 10-31 is in progress at 931 W. 19th.

police officer (policeman, dispatcher) 
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Alt. 1. Alien Games
The ratio of Martians to Venusians at an 
interplanetary Frisbee championship was 9 to 2.  
There were 14 Venusians at this event.  How many 
Martians were there?

63 
Alt. 2. Sports Injuries
While sprains involve ligaments, strains involve what 
other structures?

muscles 
Alt. 3. Sentence Parts
What is the direct object in this example?
  Her father gave Loretta some important
  advice that she promptly ignored.

advice 
Alt. 4. Wartime Novels
In Harry Mazer's novel, "The Last Mission," 
fifteen-year-old Jack Raab joins what branch of the 
military?

Air Corps 
Alt. 5. Compsite Numbers
What is the sum of the composite numbers greater 
than 10 and less than 20?

77 



Bluegrass Conference - 7th Grade  Round 9 Second Half Page 1
1 . Allusions
This sentence alludes to what kind of mammal?
  As the cave's roof collapsed, he was swallowed
  up in the dust like Jonah, and only his frantic
  scrabbling behind a wall of rock indicated that
  there was anyone still alive.

whale 
2 . Wars of the 1840s
The land fought for in the Mexican War lay between 
the Red River and what other river?

Rio Grande 
3 . Sets
What kind of mathematical set is the set of multiples 
of 31?

infinite set 
4 . Motion
What is the opposite of acceleration?

decelerat ion 
5 . Pressure
Orvis weighs 180 pounds and the bottom of his shoes 
each measure 44 square inches.  To the nearest pound, 
when he's standing on both feet, how many pounds 
per square inch does he exert on the ground?

2 .

6 . Participles
What are the present and past participles of the verb 
"swing"?

swinging, swung 
7 . Lines
What is the term for exactly half a line that bisects a 
circle?

radius 
8 . Colonial America
Originally established in 1629, what British colony in 
coastal America was divided into two colonies in 1729 
that eventually became two U.S. states?

Carolina Colony 
9 . Wordplay
What form of wordplay is used in these lines?
  -this is a tellular cellophone.
  -I have to nose my blows.

spoonerism 
1 0 . Presidents
Name the only U.S. president who was not elected by 
U.S. voters either as president or vice president.

Gerald Ford 



Bluegrass Conference - 7th Grade  Round 9 Second Half Page 2
1 1 . Exponents
Ten raised to what power is one million?

sixth 
1 2 . Pointy Things
Nails, spikes, and arrows have points because pressure 
is defined as force divided by what?

area 
1 3 . Deserts
Name the great desert of northern China and southeast 
Mongolia.

Gobi 
1 4 . Modifiers
What comparative adjective completes this couplet by 
John Gay?
  An open foe may prove a curse,
  But a pretended friend is ...

worse 
1 5 . Polygons
What is the length of one side of a regular pentagon 
with a perimeter of 45 inches?

9 inches 

1 6 . Colonists
Sir Walter Raleigh tried to establish the first English 
colony in the New World in the region that became 
what state?

North Carolina 
1 7 . Poetry
This is about what kind of fleshy fungi?
  Overnight, very
  Whitely, discreetly,
  Very quietly
  Our toes, our noses
  Take hold on the loam,
  Acquire the air.

mushrooms 
1 8 . Animal Literature
What animal is missing from all these titles?
  All I Need to Know I Learned from My ----
  The Black ----
  How to Get Your ---- to Do What You Want
  The ---- in the Hat

Cat 
1 9 . Paddle Wheelers
What is the name for a paddle steamer with a single 
paddle wheel at its rear?

stern wheeler 
2 0 . Crafts
A craftsman who creates objects from iron or steel by 
heating it and then using tools to hammer, bend, cut, 
and otherwise shape it is called a ...

blacksmith 
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2 1 . Consecutive Integers
The sum of two consecutive even integers is 34.  What 
are the numbers?

16, 18 
2 2 . Medical Suffixes
What Greek suffix indicates the surgical removal of a 
body part?

-ectomy 
2 3 . Westward Expansion
What happened in 1849 that diverted a great number 
of pioneers to California instead of following the 
Oregon Trail to what is now Washington State?

gold rush 
2 4 . Islands
What enormous island mostly north of the Arctic 
Circle is a self-governing part of Denmark?

Greenland 
2 5 . Landforms
What are these?
  Namib
  Gibson
  Kalahari
  Mojave
  Great Sandy

deserts 

2 6 . Statues
The statues of George Washington and Robert E. Lee 
were contributed to Statuary Hall by what state?

Virginia 
2 7 . Constellations
All modern constellation names come from what 
language?

Latin 
2 8 . Parallel Structure
What two words complete this quip?
  You ask what is the similarity between
  air traffic controllers and pilots?  If a
  pilot screws up, the pilot dies, and if the
  air traffic controller screws up, the ...

pilot dies 
2 9 . European Attractions
Buckingham Palace is in what city?

London 
3 0 . Mistaken Opinion
In 1770, John Wesley wrote, "Death is never permitted 
to destroy even the most inconsiderable species."  But 
the fossil record shows that myriads of life forms no 
longer exist.  What is the word for such life forms that 
are gone forever?

extinct 
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3 1 . Archaeology
These sites are nearest to what river?
  Temple of Luxor
  Valley of the Kings
  Temple of Karnak

Nile 
3 2 . Industrial Revolution Inventions
This is about what kind of power source developed 
early in the Industrial Revolution?
  Thomas Savery's "Miner's Friend" was only
  minimally successful since it could only lift
  water just a few feet and it was prone to
  boiler explosions.

steam (steam engine) 
3 3 . Skin Disorders
Instead of blisters, mild rubbing over extended time 
may cause what to form on the skin?

calluses 
3 4 . Rock
Sometimes, under great heat and pressure, rock does 
not melt, but instead, undergoes chemical and physical 
changes while remaining solid.  What is the collective 
name for these changes?

metamorphism 
3 5 . Insects
Locomotion and feeding cease during what stage of a 
butterfly's development?

pupal (pupa) 

3 6 . Revolutionaries
Name the 19th-century revolutionary leader who 
fought the Spanish for the independence of 
Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia.

Simon Bolivar 
3 7 . Sumeria
Our system of time based on a sixty-minute hour was 
derived from a Sumerian mathematical system, as is 
our method of dividing a circle into how many 
degrees?

360 
3 8 . Petrology
Rainbow Natural Bridge in Utah, the largest in the 
world, is composed of what kind of rock?

sandstone 
3 9 . Hexagons
If the radius of a regular hexagon is 6, what is its 
perimeter?

36 
4 0 . Planets
"Maybe once, but probably not now" is the answer to 
this question.
  Is there life on ...

Mars 
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Alt. 1. Elections
What is the name for a preliminary election held by 
voters of a party to determine the its candidates for 
office?

primary 
Alt. 2. Fictional Toxins
In what story is there a battle of wits involving the 
fictional poison, iocane?

The Princess Bride 
Alt. 3. Beliefs
With what "ism" are Harriet Tubman and Sojourner 
Truth associated?

abolitionism 
Alt. 4. Tolkien
What place name is missing in this excerpt?
  Three rings for the Elven kings under the sky,
  seven for the Dwarf lords in their halls of
  stone, nine for the mortal men doomed to die,
  one for the Dark Lord on his dark throne, in
  the land of ---- where the shadows lie.

Mordor 
Alt. 5. Legislator Slang
Congressmen who can attach funding for projects in 
their home districts to spending bills are said to be 
"bringing home the" what?

bacon 


